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Overview: FAR/DFARS Changes

Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR)

 FAR is overseen by 2 councils working together under Office 

of Procurement Policy (OFPP)

 Defense Acquisition Regulatory Council (DARC) chaired by 

DOD with NASA 

 Civilian Agency Acquisition Council (CAAC) chaired by 

General Services Administration (GSA)

 GSA leads the FAR Secretariat to track case load / status 

of FAR update requirements

Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement (DFARS)

 DFARS is administered by the Department of Defense (DoD)
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Overview: FAR/DFARS Changes

 Standard practice: FAR Changes are published as 

PROPOSED in the Federal Register and “the Public” is offered 

to review and comment

 After the proper time-span for comments has elapsed, the FAR 

Councils will do one of the following:

 Publish the FAR update as FINAL with no changes to the 

proposed rule

 Publish the FAR updates as FINAL with minor updates to the 

proposed rule based on comments received

 Update and re-publish a Proposed FAR update based on 

comments

 Publish Interim Rules while proposed updates are returned 

to public for further comments
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Overview: FAR/DFARS Changes

 FAR “Cases” are tracked based on a numbering scheme:
 First four digits are the Government Fiscal year

 Last four digits are the sequential number of case issued

 i.e. FAR case 2015-0002 is the second case issued in FY15

 DFARS “Cases” are tracked based on similar scheme:
 First four digits are the Government Fiscal year

 Last four digits begin with “D” for DOD followed by sequential 

number of case issued

 i.e. DFARS case 2015-D002 is the second case issued in FY15



How to keep current

 Federal Register: 
– https://www.federalregister.gov/

 Pay options 

 Free review options
– National Contract Management Association (NCMA)

– http://www.wifcon.com/rules.html

 Open FAR / DFARS Cases: 
– http://www.acq.osd.mil/dpap/dars/far_case_status.html

– http://www.acq.osd.mil/dpap/dars/case_status.html
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Account on Federal Register

 https://www.federalregister.gov/
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https://www.federalregister.gov/


Pay Options - example
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Professional Organizations

 NCMA, WPI, NDIA

– Newsletters, Events, etc.
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Research on the Web

 http://www.wifcon.com/rules.html
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Research on the Web
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2013-001 Ending Trafficking in 
Persons

 Significant updates to the FAR clauses 

related to Ending Trafficking in Humans. 
– Human Trafficking Revised FAR 9.104-6, Federal Awardee Performance and Integrity 

Information System (FAPIIS), to notify contractors that any information about a 

subcontractor is posted to the record of the prime contractor; however, prime 

contractors will have the opportunity to post in FAPIIS any mitigating factors or 

information.

– Revised FAR 22.1701, Applicability and 52.222-50, 

– Revised FAR 22.1702, Definitions, and FAR 52.222-50

– Revised FAR 22.1703, Policy, and FAR 52.222-50

– Revised FAR 22.1704, Violations and remedies, and FAR 52.222-50
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Inflation Adjustment of 
Acquisition–Related Thresholds. 

 FAR Case 2014-022/ DFARS case 2014-D025
– The micro-purchase base threshold of $3,000 (FAR 2.101) is increased to $3,500

– The simplified acquisition threshold (FAR 2.101) of $150,000 is unchanged.

– The FedBizOpps preaward and post-award notices (FAR part 5) remain at $25,000 

because of trade agreements.

– The threshold for use of simplified acquisition procedures for acquisition of 

commercial items (FAR 13.500) is raised from $6.5 million to $7 million.

– The cost or pricing data threshold (FAR 15.403–4) and the statutorily equivalent Cost 

Accounting Standard threshold are raised from $700,000 to $750,000.

– The prime contractor subcontracting plan (FAR 19.702) floor is raised from $650,000 

to $700,000, and the construction threshold of $1,500,000 stays the same.

– The threshold for reporting first-tier subcontract information including executive 

compensation will increase from $25,000 to $30,000 (FAR subpart 4.14 and section 

52.204–10).
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Rule to Watch:

 DFARS Case 2013-D034 Evaluating Price 

Reasonableness for Commercial Items. 

– Attempted Change to Commercial Item definition

– Attempting change to what will and won’t be allowed as far 

as justification for pricing.

 Proposed FAR Case 2015-022 Unique Identification 

of Entities Receiving Federal Awards

– The current use of the Dun & Bradstreet (DUNS) number is 

being evaluated.  Changes may be somewhat transparent 

to business, or could mean businesses will need to update, 

revise, or go to new source of information to do business 

with the Federal Government.    13


