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Acquisition Hour: Doing Business with 
the Department of Defense 
Defense Logistics Agency – DIBBS  

 

Presented by the  

Wisconsin Procurement Institute 

January, 2016 



Federal Government 

• Overview  
• Purchases over $500 billion each year - Wisconsin in FY2015 - $3.4 billion 

• Purchasing anything and everything  

• The government’s way or no way 

• Small Business Goals are important 

• Teaming and partnering also very important 

• Rules and regulations 

• National - international 

• Internet / web based  

• Department of Defense 

• Largest agency spend - $272 billion – Purchases nearly EVERYTHING  

• In Wisconsin = Nearly $2.4 billion in FY2015 

• DLA spent $30 Billion in FY2015 - $234Million awarded to Wisconsin companies 

• Includes Army, Navy, Air Force 

• In Wisconsin largest contractor to the Army – Oshkosh Corporation and largest contractor to the Navy – 
Marinette Marine 

• DLA: DLA is responsible for nearly every consumable item used by our military forces 
worldwide.  This includes fuel, medical supplies, aviation requirements, land and maritime 
weapon systems, spare parts, construction equipment and material, and critical troop-support 
items involving food, clothing, and textiles.  DLA also procures depot level reparables. 
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Some Key Terms 

• FSC: Federal Supply Class – Used to group products into logical families for 
management purposes – 4 digit code - 
https://www.dibbs.bsm.dla.mil/Refs/fsc.aspx  

• NSN: National Stock Number - 13 digits, first 4 identify the FSC, last 8  identify 
the NIIN, http://www.dlis.dla.mil/webflis/pub/pub_search.aspx  

• NIIN: National Item Identification Number The first two numbers of the NIIN 
represent the National Codification Bureau Code. This code identifies the 
country that entered the item into the supply system. The remaining seven 
digits are sequentially assigned and serve to individually identify each item in 
the Federal Catalog System (FCS) 

 

 

 

http://www.helpdesk365.org/cataloging.htm  
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Defining your business 

• What do you really do – YOU DO NOT DO EVERYTHING 

• Identifying your product / service in government terms 

• NAICS codes - http://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/  

• FSC-PSC codes - Federal 
http://support.outreachsystems.com/resources/tables/pscs/ 

• Potential qualification for small business program 
certifications 

• DLA Acronyms: www.b2gconnect.com/doclib/DLA-
acronyms.pdf  

• FSC to NAICS: www.b2gconnect.com/doclib/FSC to NAICS.pdf  
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Getting Started – Market 
Research  

• DO YOUR MARKET RESEARCH! 

• Before investing the resources into bidding on a lot of projects, 
determine if there is an opportunity for your business 

• www.usaspending.gov  
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http://www.usaspending.gov/


Getting Started – SAM Registration 

W
is

co
n

si
n

 P
ro

cu
re

m
en

t 
In

st
it

u
te

 

10 

Vs.  



Doing Business with DLA  

DLA is broken out into 9 supply chains  
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DLA Internet Bid Board System 
(DIBBS)  

• DIBBS is a web based application designed to: 

• View and submit quotes  

• View RFPs  

• Access award information  

• View price history  

• View technical data  

• Access acquisition forecasts with Supplier Requirement Visivility 
Application (SRVA) tool  

 

https://www.dibbs.bsm.dla.mil/default.aspx  
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DIBBS 
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DIBBS – Vendor Notification  
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**Note that you do not want to overload the system with FSCs, NSNs or 
CAGE Codes (often used by distributors). You will be INUNDADTED with 
results.  



DIBBS Forecasts  

• Supplier Requirements Visibility Application (SRVA)  

• Provides 24 months of projected purchase quantities  

• ACCESS via DIBBS username and password 
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DIBBS Forecasts  
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DIBBS Forecasts  
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DIBBS - Finding Opportunities   

• Common Solicitation Types: 
• Request for Quotations (RFQ) 

• Under $150,000  

• Most common type of requirement at DLA 

• Average award is under $4,000 

• Quoted through DIBBS 

• Request for Proposal  

• Over $150,000 

• May be negotiated  

• Posted to DIBBS & FBO.gov  

• Solicitations must be filled out by hand and returned to DLA by a 
SPECIFIC TIME AND DATE  
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DIBBS – RFQ search  
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DIBBS – RFQ search  
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DIBBS – RFQ search  
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DIBBS – RFQ search  
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DIBBS – RFQ search  
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DIBBS – RFQ search  
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cFolders  

• Gateway to technical data associated with solicitations on DIBBS 

• Can either log on directly from DIBBS or through the actual RFQ 

• https://pcf1.bsm.dla.mil/cfolders/  

• Need to call to gain access to cFolders: 1 (855) 352-0001 

• Updated password security criteria are in place for this system as of 
February 3, 2013 in accordance with DOD Policy: Minimum of 15 
characters 

• At least 1 upper case character 

• At least 1 lower case character 

• At least 1 number 

• At least 1 special character 

• IMPORTANT: You may have to download document viewers to see 
the drawings: http://www.landandmaritime.dla.mil/Viewers.asp  

W
is

co
n

si
n

 P
ro

cu
re

m
en

t 
In

st
it

u
te

 

25 

https://pcf1.bsm.dla.mil/cfolders/
https://pcf1.bsm.dla.mil/cfolders/
http://www.landandmaritime.dla.mil/Viewers.asp
http://www.landandmaritime.dla.mil/Viewers.asp


cFolders  
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cFolders  
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JCP Certification  

• JCP certification establishes the eligibility of a U.S. or Canadian 
contractor to receive technical data governed, in the U.S., by 
Department of Defense (DOD) Directive 5230.25 and, in 
Canada, by the Technical Data Control Regulations (TDCR).  

• Certification is required for United States (U.S.) or Canadian 
contractors who wish to obtain access to unclassified technical 
data disclosing militarily critical technology with military or 
space application that is under the control of, or in the 
possession of the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) or the 
Canadian Department of National Defence (DND).  

 

 http://www.dlis.dla.mil/jcp/  
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WPI Resources – Bid Match  

• WPI’s Bid Match system searches over 2,000 
federal, state and local procurement 
databases 

• DLA included 

• E-mails you potential solicitations on a daily 
basis  

• Contact Joe Smetak for additional information  
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WPI Resources – Proxity  
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Includes opps only w/ drawings 



Assistance in preparing or 
questions on process - contact 

Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI) – Joseph Smetak, 
CFCM – 414-270-3600 or josephs@wispro.org 

For other upcoming training opportunities visit 
www.wispro.org  
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QUESTIONS??? 
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Continuing Professional Education 

CPE Certificate available, please contact: 

Benjamin Blanc 

benjaminb@wispro.org 
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Upcoming WPI Events 

January 20, 
2016 
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• Acquisition Hour Live Webinar Series  

• Increase your Customer Base by Working with the 
Government and Prime Contractors – January 28, 2016 
– Whitewater, WI 

• SAME Small Business Expo – March 9 – 10, 2016 – 
Northbrook, IL 

• Government Contracting Opportunities for Small 
Business – March 24, 2016 – Ladysmith, WI 

• 4th Annual US Department of Veterans Affairs Business 
Conference – May 12, 2016 – Brown Deer, WI 

• 10th Annual Volk Field Small Business Conference – 
June 15-16, 2016 – Camp Douglas, WI 


