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How the Subcontractor -
Searches for Primes with 
Current Procurement 
Opportunities

• Federal agencies

• Federal prime contractors

• Teaming & Partnering 



Let’s go to www.USASPENDING.gov

• Some guidance
• Look up MANUFACTURERS with FEDERAL AWARDS

• Identify MANUFACTURERS by NAICS codes – 31,32,33

• Let’s go to http://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/sssd/naics/naicsrch - here you can search for other NAICS

• Identify other attributes in USASPENDING search that could narrow your search – location, agency……

• Export your search to a CVS file (look at in EXCEL)– this will give you the ability to see detail including 
number of contracts, dollar value, subcontracting plan requirement, contracting agency and much more
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http://www.usaspending.gov/
http://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/sssd/naics/naicsrch
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Federal Agencies
DIBBS: https://www.dibbs.bsm.dla.mil/

https://www.dibbs.bsm.dla.mil/
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Training Videos
Guides
FAQs

Federal regulations require that contracting officers publicize 
proposed contract actions expected to exceed $25,000 through 
the on-line Government point of entry, FedBizOpps

Federal Agencies
FBO – www.FBO.gov

https://www.fbo.gov/
http://www.fbo.gov/
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BIDMATCHING

Federal Agencies
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http://osn.oshkoshcorp.com/

Federal Prime Contractors

http://osn.oshkoshcorp.com/
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http://www.lockheedmartin.com/us/suppliers.html

Federal Prime Contractors

http://www.lockheedmartin.com/us/suppliers.html
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http://sensing.honeywell.com/suppliers
Federal Prime Contractors

http://sensing.honeywell.com/suppliers
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https://www.fincantieri-
suppliers.com/fcsuppliers/app?service=page&page=
Home

Federal Prime Contractors

https://www.fincantieri-suppliers.com/fcsuppliers/app?service=page&page=Home


Teaming & Partnering

• Teaming Agreements

• Private contract between two or more parties

• Prime/Sub Contractor Team

• Alliance with one Prime Contractor & one or more 
Subcontractors

• Joint Venture Team

• Partnership of two or more businesses that applies to 
contract opportunity collectively

Nov 2015
Wisconsin Procurement Institute 11



Contract Administration – KNOW 
YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES

• Open to Financial Audit by the Prime or DCAA (Assist Audit) 

• Meeting prime contractor  requirements

• Marking, packaging, shipping, invoicing

• Possible inspection requirements

• Flow down clauses
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What are Flow-Down Clauses?

FAR clauses included in Government 
contracts that prime contractors are 
required to flow down to their 
subcontractors in their subcontracts

October 14 
2014
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Flow-Down Clauses

• Prime Contractors are responsible for the actions of their 
subcontractors.  Prime Contractor is responsible for the 
entire contract.

• Subcontractors need to know how FAR requirements will 
impact their costs.  Subcontractors may need to flow 
down FAR clauses as well to their 
subcontractors/suppliers

• Prime Contractors may flow-down other clauses

October 14 
2014
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• ASTM http://www.astm.org/

• ANSI http://www.ansi.org/

• DOD Specifications and Standards http://quicksearch.dla.mil/

• Defense Standardization Program 
http://www.dsp.dla.mil/APP_UIL/SpecsAndStandards.aspx?act
ion=content&accounttype=displaySpecs&contentid=40

Nov 2015Wisconsin Procurement Institute 15

Locating specifications/standards/drawings

BASIC Contracting Concepts

http://www.astm.org/
http://www.ansi.org/
http://quicksearch.dla.mil/
http://www.dsp.dla.mil/APP_UIL/SpecsAndStandards.aspx?action=content&accounttype=displaySpecs&contentid=40


Understanding Your Contract 
Requirements

• Far clauses referenced in your Purchase Order

• Terms & Conditions listed in your Purchase Order

• Correct Price

• Delivery date

• Supplier Standards Guide
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• Buy American Act 
• Provide preferential treatment for domestic sources of 

unmanufactured articles, manufactured goods, and 
construction material for public use

• Requires the federal government to purchase domestic 
supplies for use in the United States under certain 
circumstances

• Counterfeit Parts
• Berry Amendment 

• Requires the  Department of Defense to give preference in 
procurement to domestically produced, manufactured, or 
home-grown products, most notably food, clothing, fabrics 
and specialty metals

• Qualifying Countries

• Exceptions

Regulations that effect Performance


