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LOCATIONS: 
 

• Primary office – Milwaukee - Technology 

Innovation Center 

 
• Staffed Satellite offices 

   Madison (FEED – Food Enterprise &  

   Economic Development / MEC –  

   Madison Enterprise Center) 

  Camp Douglas (Juneau County Economic 

   Development Corporation) 

  Wausau (Wausau Regional Chamber of  

  Commerce) 

  Appleton (Fox Valley Technical College) 

 

•    Active Partnerships 

  Racine – LaunchBox 

  Eau Claire - Western Dairyland 

  Ladysmith – Indianhead Community Action 
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State laws require the use of the bid process whenever possible to 
promote free and open competition while allowing the state to pay 
the best price for an appropriate product. This is accomplished by 
awarding the solicitation to the lowest responsible bidder. 

 

The State of Wisconsin recently adjusted its bid levels to streamline 
the purchasing process for state agencies and vendors.  
 

For best judgment and simplified bidding procurements, agencies 
make a special effort to award to small businesses, veteran-owned 
businesses, disabled veteran-owned businesses, minority 
businesses, and work centers.  

 



Purchases of $5000 or less 
Purchases may be made from vendors who, according to the best judgment of the 
purchasing agent, can supply the item of appropriate quality at a reasonable price.  
 

Purchases over $5000 through $50,000 
The purchasing agent compares three or more bids from at least three or more bidders, 
whenever possible, from price lists, quotes on file, phone or verbal quotes, or written 
bids. The low bid price should be confirmed in writing by the vendor.  
 

Over $50,000 
At this level, a formal process is used. Solicitations are advertised on the State of 
Wisconsin Public Notices website. In addition, the solicitations are posted on VendorNet. 
 



VendorNet does not provide information on highway or building 
construction projects. It contains only purchases of goods and 
services.  
 

For Building Construction Projects – Go to the Department of 
Administration, Division of Facilities Development website for 
information.    
 

For Road and Airport Construction Projects – Go to the 
Department of Transportation website and select the Doing 
Business option for information. 













What We Do 

• The City of  Milwaukee's Office of  Small Business Development (OSBD) was created to 

assist and protect the interests of  emerging and small business concerns. 

 

• OSBD’s primary function is to serve as a gateway for small businesses to engage in and 

compete for city contracts. 

• SBE Certification 

• Encouraging Bid/RFP responsiveness 

• Compliance Monitoring 

• Technical Assistance 

• Financial Assistance 

 



City Inclusion Efforts 

 The Numbers: 
 

o Average Annual Spend $152M 
o Construction: 25% 

o The purchase of  goods and services: 25% 

o The purchase of  professional services: 18% 



SBE Certification 

 The basics: 
 

o Race and gender neutral program 

 

o Application processing timeframe: 45-60 days  

 

o $50 Processing Fee Now Waived (New Online Processing)  

 

o Certification valid for 3 years 

 

o Applicants must meet several disadvantage criteria to be eligible for certification 



Questions to Consider 

 

• Does the City procure the commodities and services I provide? 

 

• Do I have the capacity to provide the commodities and services the City procures? 

 

• Am I willing to actively respond to Bids and Requests for Proposals (RFPs)? 

 



What Do We Buy? 

• Light and heavy duty vehicles and 

equipment 

• Electrical / Traffic Supplies 

• Water related supplies  

• Replacement equipment and repair 

parts 

• Office supplies and equipment 

• Health services and supplies 

 

• Chemicals  

• Oil products 

• Police and fire equipment 

• Forestry products 

• IT-related and communications 

equipment 

• Road materials 

 



SIGN UP FOR NOTIFICATIONS 



E-NOTIFICATIONS 



Recent/Top Procurement Request 

 VSC for Temporary Clerical Assistance Services  

 

VSC for Property Deed Transfer Information Services  

  

VC Misc Electrical supplies 

 

 VSC for Access Card Maintenance  

 

VC Bond Counsel Services 

VSC for Financial and Compliance Audits  

 

VSC for Custodial Services 

 VSC for Title Search and Reporting Services  

 

 VSC for General Banking Services  

 

 VC for Protective Gauntlet Style Gloves  

 

 VC for Garbage and Recycling Carts  

 

 VSC for IT Professional Services  

 

 
 

•  VSC for Influenza 

 

•  Listening/Education Group Sessions  

 

•  VC Firefighter boots 

 

• VSC for Arbor Jet Tree injection supplies and 

support 

 

• VC for Harp Light Fixtures 

 

• VC for De-Icing chemicals 

 

• VSC for Ambulance/EMS Routine Billing 

Services  

 

• VC for EMS/Paramedic Supplies 

  

• VSC for delinquent account collection 



Office of Small Business Development 

OSBD CONTACTS 

Nikki Purvis – Manager 

  Dontreal Teague – Business Analyst  

James Methu– Business Analyst Senior 

 

   Phone:   414-286-5553 

   E-mail:   osbd@milwaukee.gov 

   Website:   city.milwaukee.gov/OSBD 

 

 City Hall Room 606  |  200 East Wells Street  |  Milwaukee, WI 53202 







• Different for each county 

• Have the option to post opportunities on VendorNet 

• Research 

 Large Counties: Dane, Milwaukee, Waukesha, etc. have separate 
Purchasing Department with multiple buyers responsible for 
procurement of goods and services 

 Small Counties:  Part-time staff in Department of Administration 
or County Clerk’s office  

 

 

 



 Spending Forecast 

 Vendor Registration 

 Opportunity Notification 

 Bidding Process 

 

Online Demonstration if WiFi available and time allowed 

 

 

 









WPI Bid Matching Service 

• Free Service 

• Provides opportunities daily by email 

• Looks at over 2,000 websites including federal, 
state, and local 

•Matches keywords based on contractor’s 
capabilities 

• Contact WPI to set up 

 

 



Upcoming Events 
• Acquisition Hour Live Webinar Series - Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

• Growing New Customers with Government Contracting - The Federal Small Business 
HUBZone Program   

• 2-28-2017 – Milwaukee, WI  3-1-2017 – Madison, WI   3-2-2017 – La Crosse, WI  

• 3-14-2017 – Hurley, WI   3-20-2017 – Sturgeon Bay, WI 3-21-2017 – Friendship, WI 

• 3-23-2017 – Siren, WI  

• Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Review Session Webinar – Starting February 15, 2017 

• SAME Midwest Small Business Expo – March 29 – 30, 2017 – Northbrook, IL 

• What it Takes to Win – Writing an Effective Proposal – April 6, 2017 – Milwaukee, WI  

• 5th Annual U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Business Conference – May 10, 2017 – 
Milwaukee, WI 

• 14th Annual Women’s Business Conference – June 8, 2017 – Eau Claire, WI     

• 11th Annual Volk Field Small Business Conference – June 27 – 28, 2017 – Camp Douglas, WI 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For Assistance or Additional 
 Information - Contact  

 

Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI) 

Carol Murphy 

10437 Innovation Drive, Suite 320 

Milwaukee, WI  53226 

414-270-3600 or carolm@wispro.org 

 

 

 

 

 


