
A Procurement Technical  

Assistance Center (PTAC) 

ACQUISITION HOUR : SELLING TO THE STATE OF WISCONSIN  
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

September 28, 2016 

1 



LOCATIONS: 
 

• Primary office – Milwaukee - Technology 

Innovation Center 

 
• Staffed Satellite offices 

   Madison (FEED – Food Enterprise &  

   Economic Development / MEC –  

   Madison Enterprise Center) 

  Camp Douglas (Juneau County Economic 

   Development Corporation) 

  Wausau (Wausau Region Chamber of  

  Commerce) 

  Appleton (Fox Valley Technical College) 

 

•    Active Partnerships 

  Racine – LaunchBox 

  Eau Claire - Western Dairyland 

  Ladysmith – Indianhead Community Action 
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State laws require the use of the bid process whenever possible to 
promote free and open competition while allowing the state to pay 
the best price for an appropriate product. This is accomplished by 
awarding the solicitation to the lowest responsible bidder. 

 

The State of Wisconsin recently adjusted its bid levels to streamline 
the purchasing process for state agencies and vendors.  
 

For best judgment and simplified bidding procurements, agencies 
make a special effort to award to small businesses, veteran-owned 
businesses, disabled veteran-owned businesses, minority 
businesses, and work centers.  

 



Purchases of $5000 or less 
Purchases may be made from vendors who, according to the best judgment of the 
purchasing agent, can supply the item of appropriate quality at a reasonable price.  
 

Purchases over $5000 through $50,000 
The purchasing agent compares three or more bids from at least three or more bidders, 
whenever possible, from price lists, quotes on file, phone or verbal quotes, or written 
bids. The low bid price should be confirmed in writing by the vendor.  
 

Over $50,000 
At this level, a formal process is used. Solicitations are advertised on the State of 
Wisconsin Public Notices website. In addition, the solicitations are posted on VendorNet. 
 



VendorNet does not provide information on highway or building 
construction projects. It contains only purchases of goods and services.  
https://vendornet.wi.gov/ 
 

For Building Construction Projects – Go to the Department of 
Administration, Division of Facilities Development website for 
certification information and bid opportunities.    
http://www.doa.state.wi.us/Home 
 

For Road and Airport Construction Projects – Go to the Department of 
Transportation website and select the Doing Business option for 

information. 
http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx 













• Different for each county 

• Have the option to post opportunities on VendorNet 

• Research 

 Large Counties: Dane, Milwaukee, Waukesha, etc. have separate 
Purchasing Department with multiple buyers responsible for 
procurement of goods and services 

 Small Counties:  Part-time staff in Department of Administration 
or County Clerk’s office  

 

 

 



 Spending Forecast 

 Vendor Registration 

 Opportunity Notification 

 Bidding Process 

 

Online Demonstration if WiFi available and time allowed 

 

 

 





• Different for each municipality 

• Have the option to post opportunities on VendorNet 

• Research 

 Large Municipalities: City of Madison, City of Milwaukee, City of 
Green Bay, City of Waukesha etc. have separate Purchasing 
Department with multiple buyers responsible for procurement of 
goods and services 

 Small Municipalities:  Part-time staff in Department of 
Administration or City Clerk’s office  

 

 

 



 Spending Forecast 

 Vendor Registration (E-Notify, Onvia /Demandstar, or Others) 

 Opportunity Notification 

 Bidding Process 

 

Online Demonstration if WiFi available and time allowed 

 

 

 



• School District 

• Sewage District 

• Technical College District 

• Transit Authority 

• Airport 

• Workforce Development Board 

• Housing Authority 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Upcoming WPI Events – Acquisition Hour Webinars 

Page 21 

• Introduction to Certifications available to Minority Owned Businesses – October 11th, 
2016  

• Export Controls: Export Administration Regulations (EAR) – October 12th, 2016  

• Understanding Your Obligations When Quoting And Receiving Awards From Defense 
Logistics Agency (DLA) DIBBS – October 25th, 2016 

• Introduction to Certifications available to Woman Owned Businesses – October 26th, 
2016 

• Contract Closeouts: Preparing for a Smooth Ending – November 8th, 2016 

• Export Controls – ITAR and Associated Requirements – November 9th, 2016  

• Preparing for CPSR Audit – December 6th, 2016 

• 10 Issues in Federal Government Construction Projects – December 7th, 2016  

 

 

 

October 3, 2016 



Upcoming WPI Events – premarketplacewi.org   
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• Pre-MARKETPLACE 2016 Series - Winning Approach to Contract Award: 
Preparation, Lead Generation, Follow-Up and Closing The Deal  
• La Crosse – October 4th, 2016 - Western Technical College; Room B121 in the Business Education Building 

400 7th St N, La Crosse, WI 54601 

• Keshena – October 6th, 2016 - College of Menominee Nation N172 Hwy 47/55 Keshena, WI 54135 

• Madison – October 13th, 2016 - WWBIC Training Center 2300 S Park St #103 Madison, WI 53713 

• Racine – October 25th, 2016 - Gateway Technical College; Michigan Room 1001 S. Main Street, Racine, WI 
53403 

• Green Bay – October 27th, 2016 - Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) 2071 Larsen Road 
Green Bay, WI 54303 

• Wauwatosa – November 3rd, 2016 - Milwaukee County Research Park - Technology Innovation Center 10437 
Innovation Dr. Wauwatosa, WI 53226 
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Other Upcoming WPI Events 
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• Fort McCoy Acquisition Open House – October 18th, 2016 - Fort McCoy 

• Growing Your Business in Sawyer County Wisconsin – October 20th, 2016 -  

Hayward 

• What it Takes to WIN – A Discussion with Successful GSA Schedule 

Contractors – October 26th, 2016 – Milwaukee 

• Post-Election Federal Market Insights - Where’s the Money? – November 

15th, 2016 - Milwaukee 

• What it Takes to WIN – Opportunities with the Department of Defense for 

Small Business Manufacturers – November 17th, 2016 – Milwaukee 

• MarketPlace 2016 – December 13th-14th, 2016 - Milwaukee 
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QUESTIONS? 

October 3, 2016 Page 24 



Continuing Professional Education 

 

 

 

CPE Certificate available, please contact: 

Benjamin Blanc 

benjaminb@wispro.org 

October 3, 2016 Page 25 



SURVEY 
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For Assistance or Additional 
Information contact 

Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI) 
Benjamin Blanc 

 
10437 Innovation Drive, Suite 320 

Milwaukee, WI  53226 
414-270-3600 or  

benjaminb@wispro.org 
 

 
Page 27 October 3, 2016 

mailto:benjaminb@wispro.org

