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WPI Offices located at: 

 

Milwaukee County Research Park 

10437 Innovation Drive, Suite 320 

Milwaukee, WI  53226 

414-270-3600     FAX:  414-270-3610 

Juneau County Economic Development Corp. 

122 Main St - Camp Douglas, WI 54618 

608-427-2455    FAX:  608-427-2086 

Western Dairyland EOC, Inc. 

418 Wisconsin St. - Eau Claire WI  54703 

608-427-2455    FAX:  608-427-2086 

Fox Valley Technical College – DJ Bordini Center 

5 Systems Drive – Appleton WI 54912 

920-840-3771   FAX:  414-270-3610 

Racine County Economic Development Corporation – Launch Box 

141 Main Street, Suite 2, Racine, WI  53403 

414-270-3600     FAX:  414-270-3610 

Madison Enterprise Center 

100 S. Baldwin St., Madison, WI  53703 

608-444-0047     FAX:  414-270-3610 

Food Enterprise & Economic Development (FEED) 

1219 N. Sherman Ave., Madison, WI 53704 

608-444-0047   FAX:  414-270-3610 

Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce 

200 Washington Street, Wausau, WI   54403  

920-456-9990 FAX:  414-270-3610 

 

www.wispro.org - info@wispro.org 

http://www.wispro.org/
mailto:info@wispro.org
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What we will Cover Today 
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• What is a Sources Sought Announcement 

• Government’s Objective 

• Contractor’s Goal 

• Locating Opportunities 

• Responding to Opportunities 

• Interested Vendor List 



Sources Sought Announcement 
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• Request for Information (RFI) 

• Is not a solicitation 

• Issued for planning purposes – Market Research 

• Typically followed by a solicitation 



Market Research 
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Market Research as defined in FAR 2.101 means collecting and 
analyzing information about capabilities within the market to 
satisfy agency needs. 



Government Objectives 

February 17, 2016 Page 8 

• Conduct Market Research to determine availability and capability 
of potential contractors 

• May be used to locate: 

• Competition 

• Solutions 

• Refining Government Requirement 

• Obtain more information from potential contractors 

• Determine standard industry practices for procurement  



Government Objectives 
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• Determine procurement method, contract type, and acquisition 
strategy   

• Results become part of contract file documentation to support 
contracting officer’s decisions and market research requirement 

• If no responses are received then solicitation may be issued on a 
broader scale 

• Maintain level playing field 



Contractor’s Goals 
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• Have Government issue/set aside procurement so you can qualify 
to submit a response 

• Provide Government with information regarding Contractor’s 
capability to meet the requirement 

• Network with Government 

• Encourage similarly owned competitors to respond 

• Understand subcontracting limitations in set aside procurements 



Locating Opportunities      
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Federal Business Opportunities-FedBizOpps.GOV:  
https://www.fbo.gov/ 

• Sources Sought 

• Special Notice 

 Also in FBO 

  Presolicitation Notices 

Combined Synopsis/Solicitation 

Watch Opportunities you are interested in 

https://www.fbo.gov/
https://www.fbo.gov/
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WPI Bid Matching Service 
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• Free Service 

• Provides opportunities daily by email 

• Looks at over 2,000 websites including federal, state, and local 

• Matches keywords based on contractor’s capabilities 

• Contact WPI to set up 
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Click on View Bids, scroll down to bottom of next page 
and click on the right hand side, “View” or “List All”. 
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How to Respond 
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• Read the announcement carefully 

• Follow instructions 

• Respond to all elements of the document 

• Provide all information requested 

• Do not respond to anything outside your firm’s capabilities 

• Return all information and associated documents on time, in the 
correct format, to the correct location 
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What to include 
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• Company name 

• Company address 

• Company phone number 

• Contact name, phone number, and email address 

• DUNS number 

• Cage Code 

• Business size and socio-economic status (WOSB, HUBZone, VOSB, 
SDVOSB, etc.) 

• Capability Statement 

• Brief overview of your company indicating why you are qualified 
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Veterans Health Affairs, Network Contracting Office 12, is issuing this request for 
information/sources sought notice in order to identify laboratory testing facilities that 
have the resources & capabilities to provide reference lab testing services for the Clement 
J. Zablocki VA Medical Center, Milwaukee, WI. 
  
Scope of Work- 
  
The Milwaukee VA Medical Center has a need for specialized services to be performed for 
Anatomic Pathology specimens to include Immunohistochemistry Stains, Cytochemical 
Stains, Flow Cytometry, FISH testing, Cancer Marker Testing and other estoteric testing. 
The lab testing facility must report the results to the WBVAMC's Pathology & Lab 
Department within 24 hours of specimen receipt and provide for consultation with a 
pathologist regarding results of testing. 
  
Technical Requirements- 
  
The lab testing facility must have CLIA & other required licenses and certifications for 
operating the lab testing facility, CAP accreditation. 



Interested & Capable Responses- 
  
NCO 12 is seeking responses from lab testing facilities that are interested in this procurement and 
consider themselves to have the resources and capabilities needed to provide the reference lab testing 
services. Please respond with your: 
  
1. Facility's name, business type, socio-economic status (e.g., Veteran-Owned, Woman-Owned, 
Disadvantaged Small Business, 8(a), etc.), and person of contact (including telephone number & email 
address); 
  
2. Geographical location; 
  
3. Credentials (e.g., certifications, accreditations, etc.); 
  
4. Description of capabilities (e.g., lab hours, after hours services, testing types, courier services, etc.). 
  
Responses must be submitted by 4:00 PM (CST) January 15, 2016. Responses to the information 
requested above may be submitted via email to jake.alverson@va.gov 
  
This request for information/sources sought notice is for planning purposes ONLY. The results of this 
market research will assist in the development of (1) the requirement, and (2) the acquisition strategy 
(e.g., small business set-aside, full and open competition, etc.). VA assumes no responsibility for any 
costs incurred associated with the preparation of responses submitted as a result of this notice. 



General Information 
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• Include Notice Number in subject line of email, unless instructed 
otherwise 

• Respond by Date and Time indicated 

• Understand if you “Watch This Opportunity” you generally will 
not be notified when the Sources Sought changes to a 
solicitation as the two are not linked in FBO  



FBO Interested Vendors List 
 
 

*must have a FBO Log In to view list and add your name to list 
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When to add your name to the list 
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• Looking for subcontractors 

 

• Looking for someone to team or partner with 

 

• Looking for prime contractors 

 

• Looking to leverage small business or socio-economic status 



Strategy for Interested Vendors List 
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• Locate prime contractors 

 

• Locate sub contractors 

 

• See if competitors are on the list 

 

• Do not add your name to the list if you want to keep your interest 
in the procurement private. 



Main Take Aways 
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Small Businesses should 

 

• Locate and Respond to Sources Sought Announcements 

 

• Add name to Interested Party List, when appropriate 



Resources: 

February 17, 
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• FAR:  https://www.acquisition.gov/?q=browsefar 

 

• Air Force FAR:  http://farsite.hill.af.mil/ 

 

• Federal Business Opportunities – FedBizOpps:  
https://www.fbo.gov/ 

 

• Wisconsin Procurement Institute 

   Phone:  414-270-3600 www.wispro.org 

https://www.acquisition.gov/?q=browsefar
https://www.acquisition.gov/?q=browsefar
http://farsite.hill.af.mil/
http://farsite.hill.af.mil/
https://www.fbo.gov/
https://www.fbo.gov/
http://www.wispro.org/


questions? 
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Continuing Professional Education 

CPE Certificate available, please contact: 

Benjamin Blanc 

benjaminb@wispro.org 

February 17, 
2016 
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Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR) Review  
Sponsored by         and 

• Weekly Webinar 

• Free 

• 6.00pm-7.00pm 

• Begins February 17th 2016 

• Contact Benjamin Blanc at benjaminb@wispro.org for details and 
registration 

February 17, 
2016 Wisconsin Procurement Institute 
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mailto:benjaminb@wispro.org


Upcoming WPI Events 
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• Acquisition Hour Live Webinar Series  

• Virtual FAR Training Webinar Series – Starting February 17, 2016 

• USFS Forest Products Laboratory and Northern Research Station Industry Day – 
February 25, 2016 – Madison, WI 

• Increasing Access to Government Opportunities:  HUBZone Small Business 
Program – March 2, 2016 – Milwaukee, WI 

• SAME Small Business Expo – March 9 – 10, 2016 – Northbrook, IL 

• Government Contracting Opportunities for Small Business – March 24, 2016 – 
Ladysmith, WI 

• 4th Annual US Department of Veterans Affairs Business Conference – May 12, 
2016 – Brown Deer, WI 

• 10th Annual Volk Field Small Business Conference – June 15-16, 2016 – Camp 
Douglas, WI 



For Assistance or Additional 
Information - Contact 

Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI) 

Carol Murphy 

10437 Innovation Drive, Suite 320 

Milwaukee, WI  53226 

414-270-3600 or carolm@wispro.org 
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