
Ali Tahsin Jumah
Chief, Central Procurement Unit
Bureau of Management Services

DOING BUSINESS WITH UNDP



STRUCTURE OF THE 
PRESENTATION

• Mandate and Work
• Procurement in UNDP
• Working in UNDP
• Q&A and Contact





UNDP IN THE UN SYSTEM

UN

General Assembly

Funds and Programmes:

o UNDP, United Nations Development Programme
- UNCDF, United Nations Capital Development Fund
- UNV, United Nations Volunteers

o UNEP, United Nations Environment Programme
o UNFPA, United Nations Population Fund
o UN-Habitat, United Nations Human Settlements 

Programme
o UNICEF, United Nations Children’s Fund
o WFP, World Food Programme (UN/FAO) 



1. Focuses on specific development issues

2. Works with:
- National Governments
- Private sector
- Institutions
- Civil Society Organizations

3. Is global: 177 countries / 5 Regional Bureaus

4. UNDP coordinates all United Nations (UN) development activities at the 
country level through the Resident Coordinator system

MANDATE 



Focuses on 

specific 
development 
issues, including

SDGs.



FOCUS AREAS

Democratic 
Governance and

Peacebuilding

UNDP supports, on average, 26 elections 
every year.



FOCUS AREAS

Sustainable 
development

Over the past four years, UNDP has 
mobilized nearly USD 2 billion in 
funding for sustainable development.



FOCUS AREAS

Climate and disaster 
reliance

UNDP and its partners respond to 
natural disasters all over the world. In 
the aftermath of the Hurricane Irma that 
took place in 2017, UNDP supported 
recovery efforts and crisis 
management.



• One of the largest procurers of goods in the 
UN system (4th)

• In 2016, UNDP’s procurement volume was 
>1,6 billion USD : 9,58% of total UN 
procurement

• In 2017 the procurement volume increased 
to >2.1 billion USD

PROCUREMENT IN UNDP
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PROCUREMENT IN UNDP

1

Best value for 
money.

Fairness, 
integrity and 
transparency.

Effective 
international 
competition.

In the best 
practice for UNDP.

2 3 4

General Principles



PROCUREMENT IN UNDP

What we buy



PROCUREMENT IN UNDP

• Procures more different types of 
goods and services (>3,500) and in 
more countries than any other UN 
agency.

• UNDP had vendors from 209 different 
countries in 2016



PROCUREMENT IN UNDP

United States
($162 million)

Panama
($14 million)

Haiti
($7 million)

Peru
($49 million)

Brazil
($36 million)

South Africa
($14 million)

Denmark
($122 million)

Turkey
($16 million)

Senegal
($64 million)

Iraq
($50 million)

Pakistan
($18 million)

India
($91 million)

Where we buy

http://open.undp.org/#2018/filter/operating_unit-TUR
http://open.undp.org/#2018/filter/operating_unit-TUR


PROCUREMENT IN UNDP

What we buy from American vendors

In 2016, USA was the 1st largest 
supplier to the UN system 

> $1,585 million 

Procurement by UNDP 
projects:

> $162.1 million 



PROCUREMENT IN UNDP

What we buy from American vendors

•10,545 American companies are 
registered on UNGM as potential 
suppliers for the UN 

•38 different UN organizations 
procured goods and services from 
this country in 2016



Identifying business opportunities

• Advertised, open, competitive process.

• Decentralized – responsibility and 
ownership vested with Country Offices.

• Every Country Office is a potential business 
partner.

WORKING WITH UNDP 



WORKING WITH UNDP

UNDP

UNDP’s online procurement notices
procurement-notices.undp.org

Open UNDP with our projects
open.undp.org

Doing business with UNDP

General Business 
Guide

UN Global Marketplace
ungm.org

UN development business with
procurement notices
devbusiness.com

http://procurement-notices.undp.org/
http://www.open.undp.org/
http://www.ungm.org/
http://www.devbusiness.com/


UNDP

notices 
online



Supplier registration

• Register with the United Nations Global Marketplace.

• About UNGM:
- Single window for registration with the UN system
- Allows the supplier to keep current business information available to all 

UN organisations

• You can subscribe to the UNGM Tender Alert Service

WORKING WITH UNDP 

http://www.ungm.org/
http://www.ungm.org/


WORKING WITH UNDP

• Register at UNGM

• Introduce your company

• Contact the Resident
Representative

• Visit the Country Office

• Visit the UNDP Procurement
website

• Review the Activity Workplan

• Meet the Project Manager 
and others concerned

• Visit open.undp.org 

How to market UNDP

http://www.open.undp.org/


How to 

market
UNDP



How to 

market
UNDP



• Contact Country Offices, Regional Bureaus, 
Regional Centres and Private Sector Division: 
contactpsd@undp.org

• Visit: business.un.org 

• Information for private sector partners: 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/
partners/private_sector.html

WORKING WITH UNDP

How to partner with UNDP

mailto:contactpsd@undp.org
http://www.business.un.org/
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/partners/private_sector.html


QUESTIONS



Ali Tahsin Jumah

Chief, Central Procurement Unit

OSO / BMS, New York

ali.tahsin.jumah@undp.org


