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LOCATIONS:

• Primary office – Milwaukee - Technology 

Innovation Center

• Staffed Satellite offices

Madison (FEED – Food Enterprise & 

Economic Development / MEC –

Madison Enterprise Center)

Camp Douglas (Juneau County Economic 

Development Corporation)

Wausau (Wausau Region Chamber of 

Commerce)

Appleton (Fox Valley Technical College)

• Active Partnerships

Racine – LaunchBox

Eau Claire - Western Dairyland

Ladysmith – Indianhead Community Action



www.wispro.org
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Major goals

• How to find opportunities, customers, what’s hot – so to speak

• How to be found – aligning SAM data and DSBS with the search 
criteria of potential customers –
• Federal

• Large Primes



The Goal – more specifically

• How to identify opportunities.

• How to identify, quantify and select buying offices (commands)

• How to research –
• Competitors

• Partners

• Possible MP partners

• How to identify major purchasing cycles – September maybe but not 
always

• Does getting on schedule make sense?



Common Sources of Procurement 
Information
• www.fbo.gov >$25,000; 

• < $25,000 more difficult to identify

• Agency forecasts see link at bottom of www.fbo.gov

• Schedule Sales Query – FSS GSA Schedules ssq.gsa.gov

• VA Schedule Sales – FSS VA Schedule
• www.va.gov/oal/business/fss/schedulesales.asp

http://www.fbo.gov/


How does FPDS differ from USAspending?

• FPDS provides data once a month to USAspending

• USAspending provides information on –
• Contracts

• Loans

• Grants

• Subcontracts

• USAspending used to have a better User interface

• FPDS has Standard Reports, Adhoc Reports and provides storage 



Other – www.dod.mil



Research Prime awards

http://www.defense.gov/News/Contracts select the date ? Why is this number 
important? – of 
interest?

http://www.defense.gov/News/Contracts


A note about PIIDs – Procurement Instrument 
Identifier (FAR – 4.16)
• Example:

• N40083-M-15-0123

• N40083 – DoDAAC / UIC (unique to each contracting office)

• N = Navy

• M – indicates a type of contract

• 15 – the fiscal year for the source of funds

• 0123 – a counter, different offices use different methods

• Knowing this, we can …



PIIDs – as a Bridge b/w sols and awds

Solicitations

• UIC (DoDAAC) – FY-Type- Serial #

• Examples

• N40085-16-R-6384

• N40085-16-Q-5019

• N40085-16-B-9324

• N40085-16-T-2807 

Awards

• UIC (DoDAAC) – FY-Type- Serial #

• Examples

• N40085-14-D-7742-0014 

• N40085-16-C-5019

• N40085-16-C-9324 

• N40085-16-P-2807 

Bridge





What is FPDS

• Database of Federal Contract awards (> $3,000.00) *

• *Unclassified, other restrictions, -- will often include awards <$3,000.00

• Information categories
• Metrics – things that are measured

• Examples
• Action Obligation
• Actions

• Number of Records

• Attributes – characteristics of Metrics (approximately 300 data elements)
• Examples (general)

• Who purchased – agency, department, contracting office

• What was purchased – NAICS/PSC/Description of Requirement
• Size of business – Large or Small



FPDS – general features

• Select query tool - ezSearch
• Basic
• Advanced

• Edit (update) filter criteria

• Run report

• Share/save data
• Send via email
• Export

• Data formats – pdf, Excel, CVS

• Save search criteria, FPDS search



FPDS data

• DoD data 
• 90 days delayed for non-government users

• Non-DoD data
• Effectively live

• Data is subject to adjustments
• Contract modifications

• Deobligations – items negative/red

• PIID should be unique – contract number – procurement identifier
• 20 year lifetime

• Standard format Some organizations seem to do a better job than others



FPDS - Limitations

• Maximum, five years of results

• Or

• 30,000 results

• Data presentation / format

• As is from FPDS the data is difficult to use or make sense of

• Limited formatting capability



FPDS Table features

• Available with
• Standard reports

• Adhoc reports

• Select a cell by clicking

• Select Drill tab if available
• Allows to select different criteria

• Filter
• Restrict presentation to only those actions with the selected criteria



Three ways to engage FPDS

ezSearch – described as Google-like on home page
• Returns set elements, a good starting point

Standard reports
• Who
• What
• Where
• When
• How

Adhoc reports
• Create a specific report using

• Metrics, attributes and time



FPDS – landing page

https://www.fpds.gov



FPDS – landing page, Log-in



Logged-in: Landing page



Standard Report, Options



Contract Detail Report -example



Who – Contractor Search



Standard Reports- What



Saved Reports



Saved reports -examples



Adhoc – main page



Available information - topical 

Metrics – things that are measured Attributes – describes metrics





1

2 

3 – scroll & select 











Looking at award details



Determine IDV value – using Excel Pivot 
Tables

Contract number: DEAM3698GO10334



Excel – Pivot Tables

• Great addition to FPDS data

• Quick

• Intuitive – for some

• Robust flexibility

• Does not solve every summarization need but helps



FPDS –Source data, downloaded to Excel
PSC Type Contract IDModification NumberTransaction NumberAward/IDV TypeVendor NameContracting Agency IDContracting AgencyDate SignedAction Obligation ($) Reference IDVContracting Office NameNAICS NAICS DescriptionPSC

S AG3516P080063 0 0 PURCHASE ORDERLANDSCAPING1.20E+04 RURAL HOUSING SERVICE18-Jun-08 $2,840.00 FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION561730 LANDSCAPING SERVICESS208

S AG3516P080079 0 0 PURCHASE ORDERLANDSCAPING1.20E+04 RURAL HOUSING SERVICE17-Jul-08 $100.00 FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION531311 RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY MANAGERSS299

S AG3516P080089 0 0 PURCHASE ORDERLANDSCAPING1.20E+04 RURAL HOUSING SERVICE######## $800.00 FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION531311 RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY MANAGERSS299

S AG3516P080098 0 0 PURCHASE ORDERLANDSCAPING1.20E+04 RURAL HOUSING SERVICE######## $50.00 FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION561720 JANITORIAL SERVICESS299

S AG3516P090005 0 0 PURCHASE ORDERLANDSCAPING1.20E+04 RURAL HOUSING SERVICE4-Dec-08 $200.00 FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION561790 OTHER SERVICES TO BUILDINGS AND DWELLINGSS299

S AG3516P090007 0 0 PURCHASE ORDERLANDSCAPING1.20E+04 RURAL HOUSING SERVICE4-Dec-08 $1,200.00 FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION561790 OTHER SERVICES TO BUILDINGS AND DWELLINGSS299

S AG3516P090015 0 0 PURCHASE ORDERLANDSCAPING1.20E+04 RURAL HOUSING SERVICE8-Dec-08 $2,300.00 FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION561790 OTHER SERVICES TO BUILDINGS AND DWELLINGSS299

S AG3516P090019 0 0 PURCHASE ORDERLANDSCAPING1.20E+04 RURAL HOUSING SERVICE9-Dec-08 $300.00 FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION561790 OTHER SERVICES TO BUILDINGS AND DWELLINGSS299

S AG3516P090028 0 0 PURCHASE ORDERLANDSCAPING1.20E+04 RURAL HOUSING SERVICE4-Feb-09 $300.00 FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION561790 OTHER SERVICES TO BUILDINGS AND DWELLINGSS299

S AG3516P090031 0 0 PURCHASE ORDERLANDSCAPING1.20E+04 RURAL HOUSING SERVICE4-Feb-09 $1,200.00 FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION561790 OTHER SERVICES TO BUILDINGS AND DWELLINGSS208

S AG3516P090037 0 0 PURCHASE ORDERLANDSCAPING1.20E+04 RURAL HOUSING SERVICE6-Feb-09 $900.00 FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION561790 OTHER SERVICES TO BUILDINGS AND DWELLINGSS299

S AG3516P090079 0 0 PURCHASE ORDERLANDSCAPING1.20E+04 RURAL HOUSING SERVICE1-May-09 $9,100.00 FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION561730 LANDSCAPING SERVICESS299

S AG3516P090085 0 0 PURCHASE ORDERLANDSCAPING1.20E+04 RURAL HOUSING SERVICE8-May-09 $350.00 FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION561790 OTHER SERVICES TO BUILDINGS AND DWELLINGSZ161

S AG3516P090119 0 0 PURCHASE ORDERLANDSCAPING1.20E+04 RURAL HOUSING SERVICE15-Jul-09 $600.00 FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION561730 LANDSCAPING SERVICESS299

Good information, not user friendly!



Excel Pivot Tables

Select a cell, 
any single cell

1

2

3



Select data & confirm location



Pivot Table – data selection screen
Column titles



Research Prime awards

http://www.defense.gov/News/Contracts select the date ? Why is this number 
important? – of 
interest?

http://www.defense.gov/News/Contracts




Use of DUNS information

• Limitation of liability on the DUNS number:

This website contains data supplied by third party information suppliers, one of which is 
D&B. The D&B data, which includes, but not limited to, information related to the DUNS 
number, is provided for internal use only. By using this website you agree that the D&B 
data will be used for internal purposes only. Under no circumstances are you authorized to 
use the D&B data for commercial, resale or marketing purposes (e.g., identifying, 
quantifying, segmenting and/or analyzing customers and prospective customers). Federal 
Government entities are authorized to use the D&B data for purposes of acquisition as 
defined in far 2.101. GSA assumes no liability for the use of the D&B data once it is 
downloaded or accessed. The D&B data is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind. 
The D&B data is the intellectual property of D&B. In no event will D&B or any third party 
information supplier be liable in any way with regard to the use of the D&B data. 
Systematic access (electronic harvesting) or extraction of content from the website, 
including the use of "bots" or "spiders", is prohibited. 

Copied from FPDS website link - “you must click here for very important D&B information”



Possible effect on our use

• Under no circumstances are you authorized to use the D&B data for 
commercial, resale or marketing purposes (e.g., identifying, 
quantifying, segmenting and/or analyzing customers and prospective 
customers).

Copied from prior slide



ezSearch –
Jacobs 
Engineering 
Group

# 55117 
items





Top 10 NAICS Codes



Top 10 PSC Codes



End of year spending – aggregate by month



Annual awards by year



Remove 2008 & 2009



Award/IDV Type*

*3,895 different contract numbers



Top 10 Contracting Offices



Top 10 Vendors







Adhoc – main page



Metrics - Selection



Tailor searches 

• Broad
• Select data elements

• Narrow
• Create Filters

• Basic Filters
• Advanced Filters

• Example
• Purchases by NAICS

• All
• Department of Defense
• Navy 
• Army
• NAVFAC MW



FPDS adHoc query elements that may help

• Contracting Department Name

• Contracting Office Name 

PIID

 Referenced  IDV PIID 

PIID Agency ID 

Multiple or Single Award IDV 

Type of Contract 

• NAICS Code 

• Principal Place of Performance 
State Code 

• Contracting Officers Business 
Size Selection 

Award or IDV Type 

• Action Obligation 



Step 3 – create a filter



Create a filter - a



Create a filter - b



Top NAICS codes for Wisconsin contractors - by count

NAICS Description Count
337214 OFFICE FURNITURE (EXCEPT WOOD) MANUFACTURING 3293

336211 MOTOR VEHICLE BODY MANUFACTURING 755

531210 OFFICES OF REAL ESTATE AGENTS AND BROKERS 754

334517 IRRADIATION APPARATUS MANUFACTURING 648

333411 AIR PURIFICATION EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURING 646

339112 SURGICAL AND MEDICAL INSTRUMENT MANUFACTURING 618

236220 COMMERCIAL AND INSTITUTIONAL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 599

423450 MEDICAL, DENTAL, AND HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES MERCHANT WHOLESALERS 588

811219 OTHER ELECTRONIC AND PRECISION EQUIPMENT REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 543

339113 SURGICAL APPLIANCE AND SUPPLIES MANUFACTURING 519



Top NAICS codes for Wisconsin contractors - by dollars obligated

NAICS NAICS Description Dollars - obligated

336212 TRUCK TRAILER MANUFACTURING $     1,486,496,122.49 

621111 OFFICES OF PHYSICIANS (EXCEPT MENTAL HEALTH SPECIALISTS) $        235,136,510.17 

524114 DIRECT HEALTH AND MEDICAL INSURANCE CARRIERS $        130,227,412.70 

522390 OTHER ACTIVITIES RELATED TO CREDIT INTERMEDIATION $        124,083,533.71 

236220 COMMERCIAL AND INSTITUTIONAL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION $        113,884,324.82 

336992
MILITARY ARMORED VEHICLE, TANK, AND TANK COMPONENT 
MANUFACTURING $        110,527,220.23 

334517 IRRADIATION APPARATUS MANUFACTURING $        109,282,987.38 

332993 AMMUNITION (EXCEPT SMALL ARMS) MANUFACTURING $        108,884,484.71 

524292 THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRATION OF INSURANCE AND PENSION FUNDS $          98,985,271.29 

541330 ENGINEERING SERVICES $          89,077,504.52 



Wisconsin Awards by month



Government purchases by NAICS code



NAICS – DoD (ID- 9700)



NAICS – U.S. Navy (ID – 1700)



NAICS – U.S. Army (ID – 2100)



NAICS – NAVFAC MW (ID – N40083)



NAICS – NAVFAC MW (ID – N40083)

236220



Top Contracting Offices by Sum of Actions



Top Contracting Offices by Action Obligation



Top States – NAICS 236220



Type of Contract

• Combination (Applies to awards 
where two or more of the above 
apply)

• Cost no fee

• Cost plus award fee

• Cost plus fixed fee

• Cost plus incentive fee

• Cost sharing

• Firm Fixed Price

• Fixed Price

• Fixed Price Award Fee

• Fixed Price Incentive

• Fixed Price Level of Effort

• Fixed Price Redetermination

• Fixed Price with Economic Price 
Adjustment

• Labor Hours

• Order Dependent (IDV Allows Pricing 
Arrangement to be Determined 
Separately for each Order

• Other (Applies to Awards where none 
of the Above Apply)

• Time and Materials



FPDS element – Award or IDV

• Types
• BOA

• BPA

• BPA Call

• Cooperative Agreement

• Definitive Contract

• Delivery Order

• FSS

• Funded Space Act Agreement

• Grant for Research

• Types continued
• GWAC

• IDC

• Intragovernmental

• Other Transaction Agreement

• Other Transaction IDV

• Other Transaction Order

• Purchase Order

• Training Grant



I have a GSA schedule but no sales, who should I be marketing too? 
(Agencies)



I have a GSA schedule but no sales, who should I be marketing too? 
(Contracting Office)



I am registering in SAM, what NAICS codes should I enter?

• Use ezSearch

• Enter company’s common product or service

• Search

• Download into Excel

• Insert Pivot Table

• Select NAICS

• Pull NAICS into lower right square – count of …



I am registering in SAM, what NAICS codes should I enter?

ezSearch for term 
fence

Sorted by Count of 
NAICS



I want to market to large businesses, can you help me?

• Can search for
• Large business

• Multi-year contract

• Award value > some threshold

• A subcontract plan is required
• Use data element – Subcontracting Plan



Upcoming WPI Events

July 18, 2016

Page 86

• Acquisition Hour Live Webinar Series - Tuesdays and Wednesdays

• Doing Business with the National Park Service – July 20, 2016 –
Munising, MI

• How to do Business with the Department of Veterans Affairs –
August 3, 2016 – Iron Mountain, MI and August 4, 2016 – Green 
Bay, WI

• Small Business Contracting Series – September 15, 2016, October 
13, 2016, and December 15, 2016 – Milwaukee, WI 

• Fort McCoy Acquisition Open House – October 18, 2016 – Fort 
McCoy, WI

• Marketplace 2016 – November 16 - 17, 2016 – Milwaukee, WI 



questions?

July 18, 2016

Page 87



Continuing Professional Education

CPE Certificate available, please contact:

Benjamin Blanc

benjaminb@wispro.org

July 18, 2016 Page 88



For Assistance or Additional
Information - Contact

Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI)
Marc Violante or Benjamin Blanc

10437 Innovation Drive, Suite 320
Milwaukee, WI  53226

414-270-3600 or 
marcv@wispro.org

benjaminb@wispro.org

July 18, 2016

Page 89
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