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Overview: FAR/DFARS Changes

Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR)

 FAR is overseen by 2 councils working together under the 

Office of Procurement Policy (OFPP)

 Defense Acquisition Regulatory Council (DARC) chaired by 

DOD with NASA 

 Civilian Agency Acquisition Council (CAAC) chaired by 

General Services Administration (GSA)

 GSA leads the FAR Secretariat to track case load / status 

of FAR update requirements

Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement (DFARS)

 DFARS is administered by the Department of Defense (DoD)
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Overview: FAR/DFARS Changes

 Standard practice: FAR Changes are published as 

PROPOSED in the Federal Register and “the Public” is offered 

to review and comment

 After the proper time-span for comments has elapsed, the FAR 

Councils will do one of the following:

 Publish the FAR update as FINAL with no changes to the 

proposed rule

 Publish the FAR updates as FINAL with minor updates to the 

proposed rule based on comments received

 Update and re-publish a Proposed FAR update based on 

comments

 Publish Interim Rules while proposed updates are returned 

to public for further comments



Publication of Rules on Federal 
Register
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Data in Federal Register posting
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Overview: FAR/DFARS Changes

 FAR “Cases” are tracked based on a numbering scheme:
 First four digits are the Government Fiscal year

 Last four digits are the sequential number of case issued

 i.e. FAR case 2015-0002 is the second case issued in FY15

 DFARS “Cases” are tracked based on similar scheme:
 First four digits are the Government Fiscal year

 Last four digits begin with “D” for DOD followed by sequential 

number of case issued

 i.e. DFARS case 2015-D002 is the second case issued in FY15



Comments to Proposed Rulings:

 If a Proposed Rule will affect your company,

– Read the proposal, do your best to understand 

the ramifications

– Put together the best thought out statement of 

issues

– Send comments to the noted locations, by the 

specified dates.

 Professional Organizations such as NCMA, 

NDIA and others work in an advocacy role for 

their members.  Use them as well. 7



8



How to keep current

 Federal Register: 
– https://www.federalregister.gov/

 Pay options 

 Free review options
– National Contract Management Association (NCMA)

– http://www.wifcon.com/rules.html

 Open FAR / DFARS Cases: 
– http://www.acq.osd.mil/dpap/dars/far_case_status.html

– http://www.acq.osd.mil/dpap/dars/case_status.html
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Account on Federal Register

 https://www.federalregister.gov/
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Pay Options - example
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Professional Organizations

 NCMA, WPI, NDIA

– Newsletters, Events, etc.
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Research on the Web

 http://www.wifcon.com/rules.html
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http://www.wifcon.com/rules.html


Research on the Web
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2016: FAR Changes: Sampling

 FAR CASE 2011-020, Basic Safeguarding of Contractor Information Systems. 

Final Rule issued 5/16/2016
– New Subpart 52.204-21: 

– The Rule imposes a set of fifteen “basic” security controls for contractor information systems upon 

which “Federal contract information” transits or resides. 

 FAR CASE 2014-003, Small Business Subcontracting Improvements. Final 

Rule issued 7/14/2016
– Impacts 11 specific areas with clarifications or updates regarding the usage and requirements of 

Small Business Subcontracting Plans

– Updated a significant number of FAR paragraphs and clauses

 FAR CASE 2014-025, Fair Pay and Safe Workplaces. Final Rule issued 

8/25/2016
– Intended to require Contracting Officers additional diligence in reviewing would be contractors to 

these standards

– Federal temporary injunction issued on Dec 16, 2016. (Interesting case to follow the legal and 

political activities that affect how regulations are updated.)

 FAR CASE 2014-015, Consolidation and Bundling.  Final Rule issued 

9/30/2016 
– Intends to ensure government wide consistent methods for when and when not to bundle.
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2016: FAR Changes: Sampling

 FAR CASE 2015-035: Removal of Regulations Relating to Telegraphic 

Communication, Final Rule issued 11/18/2016
– Delete the use of “telegram,” “telegraph,” and related terms. The objective is to delete references to 

obsolete technologies no longer in use

– Listed here, just because it is interesting to note that telegrams and telegraphs could have been 

used for proposals to the Government through 2016.

 FAR CASE 2010-013, Privacy Training, Final Rule issued 12/20/2016
– Adds FAR 24.301 and 24.302, and contract clause 52.224-3

– Included in Commercial Contract clause requirements 

– If your company is involved in handling data defined as “personally identifiable information”, make 

sure that the training and the proof of training requirements are understood and complied with.

 FAR CASE 2014-004, Payment of Subcontractors, Final Rule issued 

12/20/2016
– Adds subparagraphs to FAR 42.1502 and adds FAR clause 52.242-5 

– Large businesses that receive a contract with the new clause are subject to reporting requirements 

based on reduced payments to small business or payments later than 90 days from due date.
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2016 DFARS Changes: Sampling

 DFARS 204.73: SAFEGUARDING COVERED DEFENSE INFORMATION AND 

CYBER INCIDENT REPORTING (Revised October 21, 2016) 
– Updated to coincide with the FAR updates. 

 DFARS Case 2016-D005, Detection and Avoidance of Counterfeit Electronic 

Parts; Further Implementation.  Final Rule issued 8/2/2016
– Addresses required sources of electronic parts for defense contractors and subcontractors..

 DFARS Case 2016-D004, Instructions for Wide Area WorkFlow Reparable 

Receiving Report. Final Rule issued 8/30/2016
– Updated requirements for the use of the Wide Area Workflow system for this type of effort.

 DFARS Case 2016-D010, Costs Related to Counterfeit Electronic Parts, Final 

Rule issued 8/30/16
– Amends the allowability of costs of counterfeit electronic parts or suspect counterfeit electronic parts 

and the cost of rework or corrective actions to remedy such parts.

 DFARS Case 2015-D040, Prohibition on Use of any Cost-Plus System of 

Contracting for Military Construction and Military Family Housing Projects.  

Final Rule issued 9/23/2016
– Prohibition on Cost Plus Contracting is now in effect for this type of contruction.  17



2016 DFARS Changes: Sampling

 DFARS Case 2016-D008, RIGHTS IN TECHNICAL DATA, Final Rule issued 

9/23/2016
– Updates DoDs stance on Tech Data rights, and clarifies presumption that commercial items must 

have been developed entirely at private expense.  

 DFARS Case 2013-D018, Network Penetration Reporting and Contracting for 

Cloud Services, Final Rule issued 10/21/2016
– Additional ruling in the area of cybersecurity.   This is utmost importance in Government contracting 

right now.

 DFARS Case 2015-D026, Contract Financing, Final Rule issued 12/22/2016
– Ruling reduces Contracting Officers requirement for justification of use of ‘customary contract 

financing’ methods for certain fixed-price contracts.   
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That’s it for now, the rest is up to 
you.

 Handouts:

– Chronological listing: 2016 FAR Cases actions

– Chronological listing: 2016 DFARS Case actions

– Open FAR Cases as of 12/22/2016

– Open DFARS cases as of 12/22/2016

19


