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The Federal Register (the daily newspaper of the Federal Government) is a legal newspaper published 

every business day by the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA).  The NARA’s Office of 

the Federal Register prepares the Federal Register for publication in partnership with the Government 

Printing Office (GPO).  GPO distributes the Federal Register in paper, on microfiche, and on the World 

Wide Web.  The Federal Register, created by Federal Register Act of 1935, contains Federal Agency 

Regulations, Proposed Rules and Public Notices, Executive Orders, Proclamations and other Presidential 

Documents.  Before the 1935 act, there were no facilities within the executive branch of the federal 

government for the central filing and publication of those documents.  To keep track of the 

amendments to the regulations, in 1938 Congress amended the Federal Register Act to create the Code 

of Federal Regulations (CFR). The Code of Federal Regulations is an annually revised codification of the 

general and permanent rules published in the Federal Register, divided into fifty titles that represent 

broad areas subject to federal regulation 

Agencies must provide the public with notice of proposed regulations to give citizens an opportunity to 

participate in policy making.  The public may submit comments and relevant data and agencies must 

respond to public comments and justify final decisions.  Agencies carry out these responsibilities by 

publishing rulemaking documents in the Federal Register.  Final Rules published in the Federal Register 

become part of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). 

The Federal Register informs citizens of their rights and obligations and provides access to a wide range 

of Federal Benefits and opportunities for funding.  The Federal Register is very important to all citizens 

conducting a business that is regulated by a Federal Agency.  Organizations conducting business in 

Government Contracting is a prime example.  Notices, including scheduled hearings and meetings open 

to the public, grant applications, administrative orders, and other announcements of government 

actions are included in the Federal Register. 

Articles and updates pertaining to a selected subject can be sent automatically to a designated email 

account.  Select the “Search” link at the bottom of the page.  Type in your selection, such as “contracts” 

and enter.  To the right of your search bar is a subscribe button.  By selecting this button, an email 

address can be added for subscription. 
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