


OVERVIEW: FAR/DFARS CHANGES

FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (FAR)

 FAR IS OVERSEEN BY 2 COUNCILS WORKING TOGETHER UNDER THE OFFICE OF 

PROCUREMENT POLICY (OFPP)

 DEFENSE ACQUISITION REGULATORY COUNCIL (DARC) CHAIRED BY DOD WITH NASA 

 CIVILIAN AGENCY ACQUISITION COUNCIL (CAAC) CHAIRED BY GENERAL SERVICES 

ADMINISTRATION (GSA)

 GSA LEADS THE FAR SECRETARIAT TO TRACK CASE LOAD / STATUS OF FAR UPDATE 

REQUIREMENTS

DEFENSE FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION SUPPLEMENT (DFARS)

 DFARS IS ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (DOD)
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OVERVIEW: FAR/DFARS CHANGES

 STANDARD PRACTICE: FAR CHANGES ARE PUBLISHED AS PROPOSED IN THE 

FEDERAL REGISTER AND “THE PUBLIC” IS OFFERED TO REVIEW AND COMMENT

 AFTER THE PROPER TIME-SPAN FOR COMMENTS HAS ELAPSED, THE FAR 

COUNCILS WILL DO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

 PUBLISH THE FAR UPDATE AS FINAL WITH NO CHANGES TO THE PROPOSED RULE

 PUBLISH THE FAR UPDATES AS FINAL WITH MINOR UPDATES TO THE PROPOSED RULE 

BASED ON COMMENTS RECEIVED

 UPDATE AND RE-PUBLISH A PROPOSED FAR UPDATE BASED ON COMMENTS

 PUBLISH INTERIM RULES WHILE PROPOSED UPDATES ARE RETURNED TO PUBLIC FOR 

FURTHER COMMENTS
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PUBLICATION OF RULES ON FEDERAL 
REGISTER
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DATA IN FEDERAL REGISTER POSTING

5



OVERVIEW: FAR/DFARS CHANGES

 FAR “CASES” ARE TRACKED BASED ON A NUMBERING SCHEME:

 FIRST FOUR DIGITS ARE THE GOVERNMENT FISCAL YEAR

 LAST FOUR DIGITS ARE THE SEQUENTIAL NUMBER OF CASE 

ISSUED

 I.E. FAR CASE 2015-0002 IS THE SECOND CASE ISSUED IN FY15

 DFARS “CASES” ARE TRACKED BASED ON SIMILAR SCHEME:

 FIRST FOUR DIGITS ARE THE GOVERNMENT FISCAL YEAR

 LAST FOUR DIGITS BEGIN WITH “D” FOR DOD FOLLOWED BY 

SEQUENTIAL NUMBER OF CASE ISSUED

 I.E. DFARS CASE 2015-D002 IS THE SECOND CASE ISSUED IN FY15
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COMMENTS TO PROPOSED RULINGS:

• IF A PROPOSED RULE WILL AFFECT YOUR COMPANY,

• READ THE PROPOSAL, DO YOUR BEST TO UNDERSTAND THE 

RAMIFICATIONS

• PUT TOGETHER THE BEST THOUGHT OUT STATEMENT OF ISSUES

• SEND COMMENTS TO THE NOTED LOCATIONS, BY THE SPECIFIED 

DATES.

• PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS NCMA, NDIA AND 

OTHERS WORK IN AN ADVOCACY ROLE FOR THEIR MEMBERS.  

USE THEM AS WELL. 
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HOW TO KEEP CURRENT

• FEDERAL REGISTER: 

• HTTPS://WWW.FEDERALREGISTER.GOV/

• PAY OPTIONS 

• FREE REVIEW OPTIONS

• NATIONAL CONTRACT MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION (NCMA)

• HTTP://WWW.WIFCON.COM/RULES.HTML

• OPEN FAR / DFARS CASES: 

• HTTP://WWW.ACQ.OSD.MIL/DPAP/DARS/FAR_CASE_STATUS.HTML

• HTTP://WWW.ACQ.OSD.MIL/DPAP/DARS/CASE_STATUS.HTML
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2017: FAR CHANGES

• FAR CASE 2015-016, PROHIBITION ON REIMBURSEMENT FOR CONGRESSIONAL 

INVESTIGATIONS AND INQUIRIES, FINAL RULE ISSUED 1/13/2017

• IMPLEMENT SECTION 857 OF THE CARL LEVIN AND HOWARD P. `BUCK' MCKEON NATIONAL 

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015. THIS SECTION PROVIDES ADDITIONAL 

REQUIREMENTS RELATIVE TO THE ALLOWABILITY OF COSTS INCURRED BY A CONTRACTOR IN 

CONNECTION WITH A CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION OR INQUIRY

• FAR CASE 2012-022, CONTRACTS UNDER THE SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 8(A) 

PROGRAM, FINAL RULE ISSUED 1/13/2017

• AMENDING THE FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (FAR) TO IMPLEMENT REGULATORY 

CLARIFICATIONS MADE BY THE SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION REGARDING THE 8(A) 

PROGRAM.

• FAR CASE 2015-012, CONTRACTOR EMPLOYEE INTERNAL CONFIDENTIALITY 

AGREEMENTS OR STATEMENTS, FINAL RULE ISSUED 1/13/2017

• ISSUED A FINAL RULE AMENDING THE FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (FAR) TO 

IMPLEMENT A PUBLIC LAW THAT DISAPPROVED THE FINAL RULE, FAIR PAY AND SAFE 

WORKPLACES (FAR CASE 2014-025), AND AN EXECUTIVE ORDER (E.O.) DATED MARCH 27, 

2017, THAT RESCINDED THE PRIOR EXECUTIVE ORDERS AUTHORIZING THAT RULE.
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2017: FAR CHANGES

• FAR 2013-014: UNIFORM USE OF LINE ITEMS, FINAL RULE ISSUED 1/13/2017

• ISSUED A FINAL RULE AMENDING THE FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (FAR) TO 

ESTABLISH UNIFORM USE OF LINE ITEMS IN FEDERAL PROCUREMENT.

• FAR 2016-004, ACQUISITION THRESHOLD FOR SPECIAL EMERGENCY 

PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY, FINAL RULE ISSUED 1/13/2017

• ISSUED A FINAL RULE AMENDING THE FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (FAR) TO 

IMPLEMENT A SECTION OF THE NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL 

YEAR 2016 TO RAISE THE SIMPLIFIED ACQUISITION THRESHOLD FOR SPECIAL 

EMERGENCY PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY.

• FAR 2017-015, REMOVAL OF FAIR PAY AND SAFE WORKPLACES RULE, FINAL RULE, 

ISSUED 11/08/2017

• AMENDS THE FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (FAR) TO IMPLEMENT A PUBLIC LAW 

THAT DISAPPROVED THE FINAL RULE, FAIR PAY AND SAFE WORKPLACES (FAR CASE 

2014-025), AND AN EXECUTIVE ORDER (E.O.) DATED MARCH 27, 2017, THAT 

RESCINDED THE PRIOR EXECUTIVE ORDERS AUTHORIZING THAT RULE.
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2017 DFARS CHANGES

• DFARS CASE 2018-D001, TRADE AGREEMENTS THRESHOLDS., FINAL RULE ISSUED 

12/28/2017

• FINAL RULE AMENDING THE DEFENSE FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION SUPPLEMENT 

(DFARS) TO INCORPORATE REVISED THRESHOLDS FOR APPLICATION OF THE WORLD 

TRADE ORGANIZATION GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT AGREEMENT AND THE FREE TRADE 

AGREEMENTS, AS DETERMINED BY THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE.

• DFARS CASE 2017-D037, NEW QUALIFYING COUNTRY-LATVIA., FINAL RULE ISSUED 

12/28/2017

• DOD IS ISSUING A FINAL RULE AMENDING THE DEFENSE FEDERAL ACQUISITION 

REGULATION SUPPLEMENT (DFARS) TO ADD LATVIA AS A QUALIFYING COUNTRY.
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2017 FAR/DFARS TAKE-AWAY

• THE NUMBER OF FAR / DFARS UPDATES FOR 2017 WAS DRAMATICALLY 

REDUCED FROM “USUAL” YEARS:

• ONE OF THE REASONS FOR THIS REDUCTION IS THE REVIEW EFFORTS 

BEING PERFORMED BY A FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MANDATED GROUP 

KNOWN AS THE SECTION 809 PANEL.

• WHICH OF COURSE IS THE SEGWAY TO THE DISCUSSION OF THE 

SECTION 809 PANEL.

13


