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ABOUT WPI
SUPPORTING THE MISSION

SERVING WISCONSIN 
COMPANIES FOR 30 YEARS!
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Assist businesses in creating, 

development and growing their 

sales, revenue and jobs through 

Federal, state and local government 

contracts.

WPI is a Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) funded in part by 
the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA), WEDC and other funding sources.
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CAMP DOUGLAS

WPI OFFICE LOCATIONS
• MILWAUKEE – Technology Innovation Center

• MADISON –

• Madison Enterprise Center

• FEED Kitchens

• CAMP DOUGLAS– Juneau County Economic 
Development Corporation (JCEDC)

• WAUSAU – Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce

• APPLETON / OSHKOSH – Fox Valley Technical 
College ‘

WPI partner co-locations

• Eau Claire – Western Dairyland

• Ladysmith – Indianhead Community Action Agency

• Menomonie – Dunn County EDC

• Racine - Launchbox

MADISON

APPLETON 
and OSHKOSH

WAUSAU

MILWAUKEE
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STATE PROCUREMENT
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STATE PROCUREMENT PROCESS
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State laws require the use of the bid process whenever possible to 
promote free and open competition while allowing the state to pay 
the best price for an appropriate product.  This is accomplished by 
awarding the solicitation to the lowest responsible bidder.

The State of Wisconsin recently adjusted its bid levels to streamline 
the purchasing process for state agencies and vendors.

For best judgement and simplified bidding procurements, agencies 
make a special effort to award to small businesses, service-disabled 
veteran-owned businesses, minority businesses, and work centers.



STATE PROCUREMENT PROCESS
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Purchases of $5000 or less

Purchases may be made from vendors who, according to the best judgement 
of the purchasing agent, can supply the item of appropriate quality at a 
reasonable price.

Purchases over $5000 through $50,000

The purchasing agent compares three or more bids from at least three or more 
bidders, whenever possible, from price lists, quotes on file, phone or verbal 
quotes, or written bids.  The low bid price should be confirmed in writing by 
the vendor.

Over $50,000

At this level, a formal process is used.  Solicitations are advertised on the State 
of Wisconsin Public Notices website.  In addition, the solicitations are posted 
on VendorNet.



STATE PROCUREMENT PROCESS
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VendorNet does not provide information on highway or building 
construction projects.  It contains only purchases of goods and 
services.

For Building Construction Projects – Go to the Department of 
Administration, Division of Facilities Development website for 
information.

For Road and Airport Construction Projects – Go to the Department 
of Transportation website and select the Doing Business option for 
information.



VENDORNET
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VENDORNET 2.0
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STATE OF WISCONSIN ESUPPLIER
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The State of Wisconsin Department of Administration officially 
launched the Wisconsin eSupplier Bidder Portal on September 12, 
2017.  There are a number of resources available to help you 
successfully navigate this transition, including an interactive 
training video, job aids, and a list of answers to Frequently Asked 
Questions.  These resources may be found on the eSupplier Bidder 
Portal homepage at eSupplier.wi.gov  For your convenience, you 
can review any of the communications we have previously sent out 
about this transition by navigating to General Procurement > 
Strategic Sourcing.

VendorNet will still be available for use by University of Wisconsin 
System campuses and municipalities who will not be using the 
Wisconsin eSupplier Portal.



STATE OF WISCONSIN ESUPPLIER
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Make sure you are registered in eSupplier to continue receiving 
notifications of new contracting opportunities.



DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
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STATE CONTRACTS ON VENDORNET
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STATE OF WISCONSIN SUPPLIER DIVERSITY
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE 
PROCUREMENT OFFICIALS
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT
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• Different for each county

• Have the option to post opportunities on VendorNet

• Research

• Large Counties:  Dane, Milwaukee, Waukesha, etc. have 
separate Purchasing Department with multiple buyers 
responsible for procurement of goods and services

• Small Counties:  Part-time staff in Department of 
Administration or County Clerk’s office



COUNTY GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT
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• Spending Forecast

• Vendor Registration

• Opportunity Notification

• Bidding Process



COUNTY GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT
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OTHER BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
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OTHER BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
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• Municipalities

• Public School Systems

• Sewage District

• Housing Authority

• Transit Systems



CITY GOVERNMENT
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ACTIVE WEB LINKS
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• VendorNet - https://vendornet.wi.gov/

• eSupplier - eSupplier.wi.gov

• WI Department of Administration - https://doa.wi.gov

• WI Department of Transportation -
http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx

• Milwaukee County - http://county.milwaukee.gov

• Juneau County - http://www.co.juneau.wi.gov/county-clerk1.html

• Waukesha County - https://www.waukeshacounty.gov/

• Dane County - https://www.countyofdane.com/

• City of Milwaukee - www.ci.mil.wi.us/

• City of Madison - http://www.cityofmadison.com/

• NASPO - https://www.naspo.org/

https://vendornet.wi.gov/
https://esupplier.wi.gov/
https://doa.wi.gov/
http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
http://county.milwaukee.gov/
http://www.co.juneau.wi.gov/county-clerk1.html
https://www.waukeshacounty.gov/
https://www.countyofdane.com/
http://www.ci.mil.wi.us/
http://www.cityofmadison.com/
https://www.naspo.org/


SUMMARY
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FINAL THOUGHTS
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• Conduct market research to determine if state or local 
government agencies require what you offer.

• Research when they may be purchasing it again and if possible 
how much are they currently paying.

• If required, register with the agency as a potential vendor.

• Watch for the requirement.  

• Contact WPI for assistance.



PRESENTATION PREPARED BY
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Kate Hill
Heartland Information Research, Inc.

6434 W. North Avenue

Wauwatosa, WI  53213

www.hirservices.com

414-727-2095

http://www.hirservices.com/


UPCOMING TRAINING - EVENTS

316/22/2018



6/22/2018 32

https://www.wispro.org/fa
qs/what-is-wpis-webinar-
schedule/

https://www.wispro.org/faqs/what-is-wpis-webinar-schedule/
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QUESTIONS?
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PRESENTED BY
Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI)

www.wispro.org

Carol Murphy | Business Development Specialist
Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI)

carolm@wispro.org 414-270-3600

10437 Innovation Drive, Suite 320
Milwaukee, WI  53226

http://www.wispro.org/
mailto:carolm@wispro.org

