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ABOUT WPI
SUPPORTING THE MISSION

SERVING WISCONSIN 
COMPANIES FOR 31 YEARS!
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Assist businesses in creating, 

development and growing their 

sales, revenue and jobs through 

Federal, state and local government 

contracts.

WPI is a Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) funded in part by 
the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA), WEDC and other funding sources.
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WPI OFFICE LOCATIONS
• MILWAUKEE –Technology Innovation Center
• MADISON –

• FEED Kitchens
• Dane County Latino Chamber of Commerce
• Wisconsin Manufacturing Extension Partnership (WMEP)
• Madison Area Technical College (MATC)

• CAMP DOUGLAS– Juneau County Economic Development 
Corporation (JCEDC)

• STEVENS POINT – IDEA Center
• GREEN BAY – Advance Business Manufacturing Center
• APPLETON – Fox Valley Technical College 
• OSHKOSH –

• Fox Valley Technical College 
• Greater Oshkosh Economic Development Corporation

• EAU CLAIRE – Western Dairyland
• MENOMONIE – Dunn County Economic Development 

Corporation
• LADYSMITH – Indianhead Community Action Agency
• RHINELANDER – Nicolet Area Technical College
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SO WHAT DOES WPI REALLY DO…..
PROVIDES TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

to CURRENT AND POTENTIAL GOVERNMENT CONTRACTORS 
AND SUBCONTRACTORS 

• INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING – at our offices, at clients facility or via 
telephone / GoToMeeting

• SMALL GROUP TRAINING – workshops and webinars

•CONFERENCES to include one on one or Roundtable sessions

• LAST YEAR WPI provided training at over 100 events, provided services to over 
1,400 companies.  
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WHAT WE WILL COVER
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• The Market

• Needs, priorities, problems – where do you it

• Registrations & Certifications

• The process – how it works 

• Marketing & Networking

• Entry points, relationships, “who you know”



TO SUCCEED IN THE GOVERNMENT MARKET
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• TAKES TIME – FIRST SUCCESS IS USUALLY AFTER 18 – 24 MONTHS OF SERIOUS EFFORT

• TAKES COMPANY RESOURCES

 YOUR TIME, EMPLOYEE TIME, RESOURCE / CONSULTANT TIME

 MONEY 

 RESOURCES / CONSULTANT TIME

 OUTREACH – NETWORKING

 EDUCATION – TRAINING

 IT IS A CHOICE – DO YOU INVEST IN ENTERING AND DEVELOPING THE GOVERNMENT 

MARKET OR ……..



MARKET
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IS THERE AN OPPORTUNITY???
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• Does the Government buy what you sell

• Does the Government have a problem you can solve

• What are the Government’s priorities

• Do you have the capability and capacity to support a Government Requirement

• Do you have the Experience and Past Performance that the Government is 
requiring

• Are you a HIGH RISK or a LOW RISK

• Does a Government PRIME buy what you sell



LOCATING FEDERAL AWARD HISTORY
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https://www.usaspending.gov/ https://www.fpds.gov

https://www.usaspending.gov/
https://www.fpds.gov/


REVIEW CURRENT FEDERAL OPPORTUNITIES
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REVIEW FEDERAL AGENCY FORECASTS
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REVIEW STATE AGENCY SITES
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http://openbook.wi.gov/

http://openbook.wi.gov/


REVIEW STATE AGENCY SITES
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https://esupplier.wi.gov/

https://vendornet.wi.gov/

https://esupplier.wi.gov/
https://vendornet.wi.gov/


READ AND SEARCH
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VETERAN REGISTRATIONS & 
CERTIFICATIONS
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REGISTER IN WWW.SAM.GOV
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https://www.sam.gov/SAM/


COMPLETE THE DYNAMIC SMALL BUSINESS 
SEARCH INFORMATION HTTP://DSBS.SBA.GOV/
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http://dsbs.sba.gov/


VETERAN PREFERENCE IN THE 
GOVERNMENT MARKET
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• FEDERAL

• Department of Veterans Affairs

• Veterans First / Verification

• Veteran and Service Disabled Veteran

• Other 

• Service Disabled Veteran

• STATE

• Service Disabled Veteran

• LOCAL 

• MMSD

• Other

• CORPORATE – VARIES



FEDERAL
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https://www.va.gov/osdbu/verification/

https://www.va.gov/osdbu/verification/


FEDERAL
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https://www.vip.vetbiz.va.gov/

https://www.vip.vetbiz.va.gov/


FEDERAL GOVERNMENT – PRIMES (EXAMPLE)
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https://osn.oshkoshcorp.com/

https://osn.oshkoshcorp.com/
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FEDERAL
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https://wisdp.wi.gov/

https://wisdp.wi.gov/


FEDERAL
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https://www.mmsd.com/procurement/supplier-diversity

https://www.mmsd.com/procurement/supplier-diversity


MARKETING & NETWORKING
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TARGETED MARKETING MATERIALS
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• YOU WILL NEED A

• Business Card

• Capabilities 
Statement

• Website

• Pitch



OFFICE OF SMALL DISADVANTAGED 
BUSINESS UTILIZATION (OSDBU)
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https://www.va.gov/osdbu/

https://business.defense.gov/Small-
Business/DoD-Small-Business-Offices/

https://www.va.gov/osdbu/
https://business.defense.gov/Small-Business/DoD-Small-Business-Offices/


SMALL BUSINESS LIAISON OFFICERS (SBLO)
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https://www.gsa.gov/small-business/find-and-pursue-
government-contracts/seek-opportunities/subcontracting-
directory-for-small-businesses

https://www.gsa.gov/small-business/find-and-pursue-government-contracts/seek-opportunities/subcontracting-directory-for-small-businesses


INDUSTRY DAYS
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https://www.fbo.gov/

https://www.fbo.gov/


ORGANIZATIONS
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http://www.ndia.org/

https://www.ncmahq.org/

https://www.same.org/

http://www.ndia.org/
https://www.ncmahq.org/
https://www.same.org/


WISCONSIN AND AREA FEDERAL AGENCIES

U.S. Department of Agriculture –Colleen M. Rettinger, 
Supervisory Contract Specialist
Forest Products Laboratory  & Northern Research 
Station
One Gifford Pinchot Drive 
Madison, WI 53726-2398 
608-231-9285 creittinger@fs.fed.us

U.S. Forest Service – Shawn Lacina, Contracting Officer
Lake States Acquisition Team (LSAT) 
500 Hansen Lake Road
Rhinelander, WI 54501 

(715) 362-1347   slacina@fs.fed.us

128th Air Refueling Wing (WIANG) – Dionne Holloway, 
Contract Specialist 
1919 E. Grange Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53207 
(414) 944-8517  dionne.f.holloway.mil@mail.mil

U.S. Veterans Affairs – Steve Maier, Small Business 
Liaison 
Great Lakes Acquisition Center (GLAC) 
112th South 84th St. Suite 101 
Milwaukee, WI 53214
(414) 844-4824  steven.maier2@va.gov

Environmental Protection Agency - Adrianne Callahan 
Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization 
Coordinator 
USEPA, Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. (MC-10J) 
Chicago, IL 60604 
(312) 353-5556  Callahan.adrianne@epa.gov

VA locations and contacts Nationally 
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/

mailto:creittinger@fs.fed.us
mailto:slacina@fs.fed.us
mailto:dionne.f.holloway.mil@mail.mil
mailto:steven.maier2@va.gov
mailto:Callahan.adrianne@epa.gov
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/


WISCONSIN AND AREA FEDERAL AGENCIES
Oxford Prison – Bob Pahmeier, Contract Specialist 
Federal Correctional Institution 
P.O. Box 500 
Oxford, WI 53952 
(608) 584-5511  rpahmeier@bop.gov

115th Fighter Wing - SMSgt Katherine Pinnow 
Wisconsin Air National Guard 
3110 Mitchell Street 
Madison, WI 53704 
(608) 245-4528   Katherine.pinnow@ang.af.mil

Volk Field Combat Training Readiness Training Center  
- TSgt Seth Swieter 
100 Independence Drive 
Camp Douglas, WI 54618-5001 
(608) 427-1235  seth.swieter@ang.af.mil

Fort McCoy Contracting Division  - Tony Steinhoff, 
Small Business Specialist 
Mission & Installation Contracting Command
60 South O Street 
Fort McCoy, WI 54656 
(608) 388-7351 phone  tony.r.steinhoff.civ@mail.mil

Contact WPI for contacts with 
other agencies at specific 
locations such as:

• US Army Corps of Engineer
• National Park Service
• General Services 

Administration
• Others…….

mailto:rhouser@bop.gov
mailto:Katherine.pinnow@ang.af.mil
mailto:Jeffery.statz@wicrtc.ang.af.mil
mailto:tony.r.steinhoff.civ@mail.mil


LAST WORDS OF ADVICE
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• NETWORK

• DEVELOP RELATIONSHIPS



UPCOMING TRAINING - EVENTS
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ACQUISITION HOUR LIVE WEBINAR SERIES
• April 16, 2019 – Flow-Down Clauses: Management and Responsibilities for Federal Contractors  - CLICK HERE for additional information –

presented by Carol Murphy, Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI)

• April 17, 2019 – Writing Sole Source Determinations – CLICK HERE for additional information – presented by Phil Bail, Owner, Phil Bail & 
Associates

• April 30, 2019 – Update on the Hour Wage Labor Law – CLICK HERE for additional information – presented by Corey Walton, Community 
Outreach and Resource Planning Specialist – U.S. Department of Labor/Wage & Hour Division

• May 7, 2019 – Learning about the Surety Bond Guarantee From the U.S. SBA – CLICK HERE for additional information – presented by  
Tamara Murray, Underwriting Marketing Specialist, U.S Small Business Administration (SBA), Office of Surety Guarantees

• May 22, 2019 – The U.S. SBA 8(a) Certification Program and HUBZone Certification – CLICK HERE for additional information – presented 
by Shane Mahaffy, Lead Business Opportunity Specialist, U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) and Benjamin Blanc, Wisconsin 
Procurement Institute (WPI)

• May 28, 2019 – Introduction to Certifications Available to Woman Owned Businesses – CLICK HERE for additional information - presented 
by Shane Mahaffy, Lead Business Opportunity Specialist, U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) and Kim Garber, Wisconsin Procurement 
Institute (WPI)

• June 11, 2019 – GSA Schedule Contract Management and Administration – CLICK HERE for additional information – presented by Steve 
Makovec, Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI)

• June 12, 2019 - State and Federal Certifications for Veteran and Service Disabled Veteran Owned Businesses – CLICK HERE for additional 
information - presented by Shane Mahaffy, Lead Business Opportunity Specialist, U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) and Benjamin 
Blanc, Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI)
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https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-flow-down-clauses-management-and-responsibilities-for-federal-contractors/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-writing-sole-source-determinations/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-update-on-the-hour-wage-labor-law/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-learning-about-the-surety-bond-guarantee-from-the-u-s-sba/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-the-us-sba-8a-certification-program-and-hubzone-certification/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-introduction-to-certifications-available-to-woman-owned-businesses-2/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-gsa-schedule-contract-management-and-administration/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-state-and-federal-certifications-for-veteran-and-service-disabled-veteran-owned-bu/
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MARKETPLACE Wisconsin 
2019 – Milwaukee, WI

October 23-24, 2019
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QUESTIONS?
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PRESENTED BY
Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI)

www.wispro.org

Benjamin Blanc | Government Contracting Specialist
Wisconsin Procurement Institute

benjaminb@wispro.org 414-270-3600

10437 Innovation Drive, Suite 320
Milwaukee, WI  53226

http://www.wispro.org/
mailto:benjaminb@wispro.org

