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ABOUT WPI 
Assists businesses in creating, 

development and growing their sales, 

revenue and jobs through Federal, 

state and local government contracts. 
 

Serving Wisconsin  
businesses for 31 years! 

 
WPI is a Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) funded in part by 

the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA), WEDC and other funding sources. 
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WPI OFFICE LOCATIONS 
• MILWAUKEE – Technology Innovation Center 
• MADISON – 

• FEED Kitchens 
• Dane County Latino Chamber of Commerce 
• Wisconsin Manufacturing Extension Partnership 

(WMEP) 
• Madison Area Technical College 

• CAMP DOUGLAS– Juneau County Economic 
Development Corporation (JCEDC) 

• STEVENS POINT – IDEA Center 
• GREEN BAY -  Advance Business & Manufacturing 

Center 
• APPLETON – Fox Valley Technical College  
• OSHKOSH –  

• Fox Valley Technical College  
• Greater Oshkosh Economic Development 

Corporation 
• EAU CLAIRE – Western Dairyland 
• MENOMONIE 

• Dunn County Economic Development 
Corporation 

• UW Stout - Manufacturing Outreach Center 
• LADYSMITH – Indianhead Community Action Agency 
• RHINELANDER – Nicolet Area Technical College 
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STATE PROCUREMENT 
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STATE PROCUREMENT PROCESS 
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State laws require the use of the bid process whenever possible to 
promote free and open competition while allowing the state to pay 
the best price for an appropriate product. This is accomplished by 
awarding the solicitation to the lowest responsible bidder. 

 

The State of Wisconsin adjusted its bid levels from time to time to 
streamline the purchasing process for state agencies and vendors.  

 

For best judgment and simplified bidding procurements, agencies 
make a special effort to award to small businesses, service-disabled 
veteran-owned businesses, minority businesses, and work centers.  

 

 

 

 

 



STATE PROCUREMENT PROCESS 
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Purchases of $5000 or less 
Purchases may be made from vendors who, according to the best judgment of the 
purchasing agent, can supply the item of appropriate quality at a reasonable price.  
 

Purchases over $5000 through $50,000 
The purchasing agent compares three or more bids from at least three or more 
bidders, whenever possible, from price lists, quotes on file, phone or verbal quotes, 
or written bids. The low bid price should be confirmed in writing by the vendor.  
 

Over $50,000 
At this level, a formal process is used. Solicitations are advertised on the State of 
Wisconsin Public Notices website. In addition, the solicitations are posted on 
VendorNet. 

 

 

 

 

 



STATE OF WISCONSIN  
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION  
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https://doa.wi.gov  

https://doa.wi.gov/


2019 – 21 BIENNIAL BUDGET 
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The eSupplier Portal for Bidders allows companies interested in 
doing business with the State of Wisconsin an opportunity to receive 
automatic notifications of solicitations from State agencies, the UW 
System, and municipalities. In addition, bidders are able to search 
and respond to solicitations from State Agencies within eSupplier. 

 

VendorNet provides general information on how to do business with 
the State; names, addresses, and telephone numbers of State 
agency procurement staff; and a summary of what the State buys 
and how much it spends is included. In addition, information on 
certified work centers, minority business enterprises, recycling, and 
affirmative action programs is available. 

 

 

https://esupplier.wi.gov/
https://esupplier.wi.gov/
https://esupplier.wi.gov/
https://vendornet.wi.gov/


ESUPPLIER 
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VENDORNET 
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VENDORNET 
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STATEWIDE CONTRACTS 
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ESUPPLIER & VENDORNET 
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VendorNet and eSupplier do not provide information on highway or 
construction projects. They are related only to purchases of goods 
and services.  

 

For Building Construction Projects – Go to the Department of 
Administration website, Construction Project Bids for information.    

 

For Road and Airport Construction Projects – Go to the Department 
of Transportation website and select the Doing Business option for 
information. 



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
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https://wisconsindot.gov  

https://wisconsindot.gov/


COUNTY GOVERNMENT  
PROCUREMENT 
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT 
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• Different for each county 

• Have the option to post opportunities on VendorNet 

• Research 

 Large Counties: Dane, Milwaukee, Waukesha, etc. have 
separate Purchasing Department with multiple buyers 
responsible for procurement of goods and services 

 Small Counties:  Part-time staff in Department of 
Administration or County Clerk’s office  

 

 



COUNTY GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT 
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 Spending Forecast 

 Vendor Registration 

 Opportunity Notification 

 Bidding Process 

 

 



COUNTY GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT 
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https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN
/Administrative-Services/Bids-
and-RFPs  

https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Administrative-Services/Bids-and-RFPs
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Administrative-Services/Bids-and-RFPs
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Administrative-Services/Bids-and-RFPs
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Administrative-Services/Bids-and-RFPs
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Administrative-Services/Bids-and-RFPs
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Administrative-Services/Bids-and-RFPs
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Administrative-Services/Bids-and-RFPs
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Administrative-Services/Bids-and-RFPs
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Administrative-Services/Bids-and-RFPs
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https://www.waukeshacounty.gov/
administration/purchasing/  

https://www.waukeshacounty.gov/administration/purchasing/
https://www.waukeshacounty.gov/administration/purchasing/
https://www.waukeshacounty.gov/administration/purchasing/


JUNEAU COUNTY PROCUREMENT 
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http://www.co.juneau.wi.gov/county-clerk.html  

http://www.co.juneau.wi.gov/county-clerk.html
http://www.co.juneau.wi.gov/county-clerk.html
http://www.co.juneau.wi.gov/county-clerk.html
http://www.co.juneau.wi.gov/county-clerk.html


OTHER BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

8/13/2019  23 

 

 Municipalities 

 Public School Systems 

 Sewage District 

 Housing Authority 

 Transit Systems 
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QUESTIONS? 
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PRESENTED BY 
 

Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI) 
www.wispro.org  

  
Steve Makovec | Government Contract Specialist 

stevem@wispro.org 414-688-6638 
 

Carol Murphy | Business Development Specialist 
carolm@wispro.org   414-270-3600 

 
10437 Innovation Drive, Suite 320 

Milwaukee, WI  53226 
 

http://www.wispro.org/
mailto:stevem@wispro.org

