
RESPONDING TO A SOURCES SOUGHT 

ANNOUNCEMENT AND THE 

INTERESTED VENDOR LIST

ACQUISITION HOUR WEBINAR
SEPTEMBER 10, 2019



WEBINAR ETIQUETTE

PLEASE

 Log into the GoToMeeting session with the name that you registered with online

 Place your phone or computer on MUTE

 Use the CHAT option to ask your question(s). 

 We will share the questions with our guest speaker who will respond to the group

THANK YOU!
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Celebrating 31 Years of 

serving Wisconsin Business!

ABOUT WPI
SUPPORTING THE MISSION
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Assist businesses in creating, 

development and growing their sales, 

revenue and jobs through Federal, 

state and local government contracts.

WPI is a Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) funded in part 

by the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA), WEDC and other funding sources.
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 MILWAUKEE
 Technology Innovation Center

 MADISON
 FEED Kitchens

 Dane County Latino Chamber of Commerce

 Wisconsin Manufacturing Extension Partnership 

(WMEP)

 Madison Area Technical College (MATC)

 CAMP DOUGLAS
 Juneau County Economic Development 

Corporation (JCEDC)

 STEVENS POINT
 IDEA Center

 APPLETON
 Fox Valley Technical College 

WPI OFFICE LOCATIONS

 OSHKOSH
 Fox Valley Technical College 

 Greater Oshkosh Economic Development Corporation

 EAU CLAIRE
 Western Dairyland

 MENOMONIE
 Dunn County Economic Development Corporation

 LADYSMITH
 Indianhead Community Action Agency

 RHINELANDER
 Nicolet Area Technical College

 GREEN BAY
 Advance Business & Manufacturing Center
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www.wispro.org
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WHAT WE REALLY DO

Provides technical assistance to CURRENT and POTENTIAL

Contractors and subcontractors
 INDIVIDUAL CONSELING – At our offices, at clients facility or via 

telephone/GoToMeeting

 SMALL GROUP TRAINING – Workshops and webinars

 CONFERENCES to include one on one or roundtable sessions

Last year WPI provided training at over 100 events, provided service to 

over 1,000 companies
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WHAT WE WILL COVER TODAY
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• What is a Sources Sought Announcement

• Government Objectives

• Contractor Goals

• Locating Opportunities

• Responding to Opportunities

• Interested Vendor List



SOURCES SOUGHT ANNOUNCEMENT
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SOURCES SOUGHT ANNOUNCEMENT
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Can be either Sources Sought or Request for 
Information (RFI) 

• Sources Sought notice – seeking possible 
sources for a requirement

• Request for Information (RFI) – government’s 
technique of conducting market research.



SOURCES SOUGHT ANNOUNCEMENT
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• Terms may be used interchangeably

• Is not a solicitation – no contract will be awarded

• Issued for planning purposes and Market 
Research

• Used to identify sources and solicit interest

• Typically followed by a solicitation



MARKET RESEARCH
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• Market Research as defined in FAR 2.101 
means collecting and analyzing information 
about capabilities within the market to satisfy 
agency needs

• Over 140 notices were posted in a single day 
in the middle of August



GOVERNMENT OBJECTIVES
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GOVERNMENT OBJECTIVES
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• Conduct Market Research to determine availability and 
capability of potential contractors

• May be used to locate:

• Competition – set asides to attain small business goals 

• Solutions

• Refining Government Requirement

• Obtain more information from potential contractors



GOVERNMENT OBJECTIVES
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• Determine standard industry practices for procurement 

• Determine procurement method, contract type, and 
acquisition strategy 

• If no responses are received then solicitation may be 
issued on a broader scale

• Maintain level playing field



GOVERNMENT OBJECTIVES
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• Enhance competition by identifying contracting and 
subcontracting opportunities

• Access the market’s capability 

• Results become part of contract file documentation to 
support contracting officer’s decisions and market 
research requirement



CONTRACTOR GOALS
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CONTRACTOR’S GOALS
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• Have Government issue/set aside procurement so you can qualify 
to submit a response

• Provide Government with information regarding Contractor’s 
capability to meet the requirement

• Network with Government – opportunity for Government to get 
to know you

• Encourage similarly owned competitors to respond

• Understand subcontracting limitations in set aside procurements



CONTRACTOR’S DOS AND DON’TS
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• Do not respond just for the sake of responding

• Do not submit only a standard line card or generic capability 
statement

• Do not respond if you are capable, but not likely to bid on the 
solicitation



CONTRACTOR’S DOS AND DON’TS
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• Do respond specifically to the requirement at hand

• Do respond exactly as required

• Do make your response a best effort 

• Do demonstrate professional quality and capability of your firm

• Do ask for a specific set-aside



LOCATING OPPORTUNITIES
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LOCATING OPPORTUNITIES
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Federal Business Opportunities-FedBizOpps.GOV:  
https://www.fbo.gov/

• Sources Sought

• Special Notice

Also in FBO

• Presolicitation Notices

• Combined Synopsis/Solicitation

• Award Notices

Watch Opportunities you are interested in

https://www.fbo.gov/
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FBO CHANGES
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• FBO is moving to beta.SAM.gov on November 8, 2019

• Until then use FBO.gov to locate Federal Government 
opportunities

• After November 8, 2019, you will be directed to beta.SAM.gov

• Once SAM is migrated, the “beta” will be dropped

• Will use email and password from Login.gov (SAM Login)  



WPI BID MATCHING SERVICE
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• Free Service

• Provides opportunities daily by email

• Looks at over 3,600 websites including federal, state, and 
local

• Matches keywords based on contractor’s capabilities

• Contact WPI to set up
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Click on View Notices
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Select an Opportunity
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Select an Opportunity
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RESPONDING TO OPPORTUNITIES
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HOW TO RESPOND
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• Read the announcement carefully

• Follow instructions

• Respond to all elements of the document

• Provide all information requested

• Do not respond to anything outside your firm’s capabilities

• Return all information and associated documents on time, in the 
correct format, to the correct location
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PERFORMANCE WORK STATEMENT 
(PWS)
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• Attached draft PWS is 30 pages long

• Read and review the document

• Provide comments as requested – this allows contractors 
to impact the statement of work and the actual 
requirement
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WHAT TO INCLUDE
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• Company name, address, and  phone number

• Contact name, phone number, and email address

• DUNS number

• Cage Code

• Business size and socio-economic status (WOSB, HUBZone, 
VOSB, SDVOSB, etc.)

• Capability Statement

• Brief overview of your company indicating why you are qualified
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Veterans Health Affairs, Network Contracting Office 12, is issuing this request for 
information/sources sought notice in order to identify laboratory testing facilities that have the 
resources & capabilities to provide reference lab testing services for the Clement J. Zablocki VA 
Medical Center, Milwaukee, WI.

Scope of Work-

The Milwaukee VA Medical Center has a need for specialized services to be performed for 
Anatomic Pathology specimens to include Immunohistochemistry Stains, Cytochemical Stains, 
Flow Cytometry, FISH testing, Cancer Marker Testing and other estoteric testing. The lab testing 
facility must report the results to the WBVAMC's Pathology & Lab Department within 24 hours 
of specimen receipt and provide for consultation with a pathologist regarding results of testing.

Technical Requirements-

The lab testing facility must have CLIA & other required licenses and certifications for operating 
the lab testing facility, CAP accreditation.
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Interested & Capable Responses-

NCO 12 is seeking responses from lab testing facilities that are interested in this procurement and consider 
themselves to have the resources and capabilities needed to provide the reference lab testing services. Please 
respond with your:

1. Facility's name, business type, socio-economic status (e.g., Veteran-Owned, Woman-Owned, Disadvantaged 
Small Business, 8(a), etc.), and person of contact (including telephone number & email address);

2. Geographical location;

3. Credentials (e.g., certifications, accreditations, etc.);

4. Description of capabilities (e.g., lab hours, after hours services, testing types, courier services, etc.).

Responses must be submitted by 4:00 PM (CST) November 1, 2018. Responses to the information requested 
above may be submitted via email to jake.alverson@va.gov

This request for information/sources sought notice is for planning purposes ONLY. The results of this market 
research will assist in the development of (1) the requirement, and (2) the acquisition strategy (e.g., small 
business set-aside, full and open competition, etc.). VA assumes no responsibility for any costs incurred 
associated with the preparation of responses submitted as a result of this notice.



GENERAL INFORMATION
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• Include Notice Number in subject line of email, unless instructed 
otherwise

• Respond by Date and Time indicated

• Understand if you “Watch This Opportunity” you generally will not
be notified when the Sources Sought changes to a solicitation as 
the two are not linked in FBO 



INTERESTED VENDOR LIST
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FBO INTERESTED VENDOR LIST
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• Must have a FBO Log In to view list and add your name to 
list
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WHEN TO ADD YOUR NAME TO THE LIST
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• Looking for subcontractors

• Looking for someone to team or partner with

• Looking for prime contractors

• Looking to leverage small business or socio-economic 
status



STRATEGY FOR INTERESTED VENDORS 
LIST
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• Locate prime contractors

• Locate sub contractors

• See if competitors are on the list

• Do not add your name to the list if you want to keep your 
interest in the procurement private.



MAIN TAKE AWAYS
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All Businesses should

• Locate and Respond to Sources Sought Announcements

• Add name to Interested Party List, when appropriate



RESOURCES
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RESOURCES
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• FAR:  https://www.acquisition.gov/?q=browsefar

• Federal Business Opportunities – FedBizOpps:  

https://www.fbo.gov/

• Beta.sam.gov:  https://beta.sam.gov/

• Wisconsin Procurement Institute

Phone:  414-270-3600 www.wispro.org

https://www.acquisition.gov/?q=browsefar
https://www.fbo.gov/
https://beta.sam.gov/
http://www.wispro.org/


UPCOMING TRAINING - EVENTS
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www.marketplacewisconsin.com

http://www.marketplacewisconsin.com/


 October 15, 2019

 Export Controls – ITAR and Associated 
Requirements CLICK HERE for additional 
information
Presented by Marc Violante, Wisconsin 
Procurement Institute (WPI)

 November 5, 2019

 Services Contracts with Federal 
Agencies CLICK HERE for additional 
information
Presented by Carol Murphy, Wisconsin 
Procurement Institute (WPI)

ACQUISITION HOUR LIVE WEBINARS SERIES
 September 11, 2019

 The End of the Fiscal Year is Here –What 

is Hot and What is Not CLICK HERE for 

additional information – presented by Marc 

Violante, Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI)

 September 25, 2019

 eSRS Individual Subcontractor 
Reporting (ISR) Basics
CLICK HERE for additional information –
presented by Kim Garber, Wisconsin 
Procurement Institute (WPI)
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 November 19, 2019

 The Future of SAM.gov CLICK HERE for 
additional information
Presented by Kim Garber, Wisconsin Procurement 
Institute (WPI)

September 25, 2019
Introduction to Certifications Available to 

Minority Owned Businesses
CLICK HERE for additional information – presented by 

Benjamin Blanc, Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI)

https://www.wispro.org/event/export-controls-itar/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-services-contracts-fed-agencies/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-the-end-of-the-fiscal-year-is-here-what-is-hot-and-what-is-not-2/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-esrs-isr-basics/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-the-future-of-sam-gov-2/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-introduction-available-to-certifications-available-to-minority-owned-businesses/


ACQUISITION HOUR SERIES: CYBER SECURITY
FOR FEDERAL CONTRACTORS AND SUBCONTRACTORS
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Presented in partnership with National Contract Management 
Association (NCMA) WI Chapter

Each session will be eligible for 1 CPE credit



QUESTIONS?
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SURVEY
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CPE Certificate available, please contact:

Benjamin Blanc

benjaminb@wispro.org

CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION
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PRESENTED BY
Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI)

www.wispro.org

Carol Murphy – Business Development Specialist
carolm@wispro.org | 414-270-3600

Benjamin Blanc, CFCM, CPPS - Government Contract Specialist
benjaminb@wispro.org | 414-270-3600

10437 Innovation Drive, Suite 320
Milwaukee, WI  53226
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