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WEBINAR ETIQUETTE

PLEASE

▪ Log into the GoToMeeting session with the name that you registered with online

▪ Place your phone or computer on MUTE

▪ Use the CHAT option to ask your question(s). 

▪ We will share the questions with our guest speaker who will respond to the group

THANK YOU!
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Celebrating 32 Years of 

serving Wisconsin Business!

ABOUT WPI
SUPPORTING THE MISSION
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Assist businesses in creating, developing and growing 

their sales, revenue and jobs through Federal, state and 

local government contracts.

WPI is a Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) funded in part 

by the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA), WEDC and other funding sources.
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▪INDIVIDUAL CONSELING – At our offices, at clients facility or via 

telephone/GoToMeeting

▪SMALL GROUP TRAINING – Workshops and webinars

▪CONFERENCES to include one on one or roundtable sessions

Last year WPI provided training at over 100 events and

provided service to over 1,200 companies



▪ MILWAUKEE
▪ Technology Innovation Center

▪ MADISON
▪ FEED Kitchens

▪ Dane County Latino Chamber of Commerce

▪ Wisconsin Manufacturing Extension Partnership 

(WMEP)

▪ Madison Area Technical College (MATC)

▪ CAMP DOUGLAS
▪ Juneau County Economic Development 

Corporation (JCEDC)

▪ STEVENS POINT
▪ IDEA Center

▪ APPLETON
▪ Fox Valley Technical College 

WPI OFFICE LOCATIONS

▪ OSHKOSH
▪ Fox Valley Technical College 

▪ Greater Oshkosh Economic Development Corporation

▪ EAU CLAIRE
▪ Western Dairyland

▪ MENOMONIE
▪ Dunn County Economic Development Corporation

▪ LADYSMITH
▪ Indianhead Community Action Agency

▪ RHINELANDER
▪ Nicolet Area Technical College

▪ GREEN BAY
▪ Advance Business & Manufacturing Center
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www.wispro.org
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FPDS - update

• FPDS is moving to https://beta.sam.gov

March 4, 2020
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https://beta.sam.gov/


Application Programming Interface (API)

March 4, 2020
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Today’s goals

1. Review the importance of documenting your search goal(s).
2. Highlight the importance of the Data Dictionary 
3. Determine what data elements can be used for gathering information
4. Understand available tools/resources
5. Provide an overview of FPDS search methods

ezSearch |Standard Reports | AdHoc Reports

6. How to use ezSearch
7. How to modify (edit) query criteria 
8. How to download data to Excel

March 4, 2020
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Questions

• Who are potential sources?

• Can they support me? 

• How many businesses are there?

• Does the data support a Set-aside?

• What size of awards have been typically made to Small Businesses?

• Many, many more …

March 4, 2020
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What is FPDS?

• Database of Federal Contract awards *

• *Unclassified, other restrictions, --
• will often include small dollar awards/deobligations (negative amounts) – anti deficiency act

• Information categories
• Metrics – things that are measured

• Examples
• Action Obligation
• Actions
• Number of Records

• Attributes – characteristics of Metrics (approximately 300 data elements)
• Examples (general)

• Who purchased – agency, department, contracting office
• What was purchased – NAICS/PSC/Description of Requirement
• Size of business – Large or Small
• Greater than 200 data elements
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June 2018 – changes, no FAC (track changes)
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Data Dictionary
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FPDS – Limitations, related to downloads*

• ezSearch will state a greater number of items but the download will 
be limited to 30,000 with move – will be increased to 150k

• Maximum, five years of results – with move – will be increased to 
12yrs

Or

• 30,000 results – this is typically the critical issue****

• Data presentation / format 
• As is from FPDS the data is difficult to use or make sense of

• Limited formatting capability

March 4, 2020
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Three ways to engage FPDS

✓ezSearch – described as Google-like on home page
• Returns set elements, a good starting point

✓Standard reports
• Who
• What
• Where
• When
• How

✓Adhoc reports
• Create a specific report using – greatest flexibility

• Metrics, attributes and time

March 4, 2020
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Today’s focus



FPDS – managing the 30,000 limit

• Criteria – 1
• NAICS & Action Obligation

• 1,175 NAICS codes (FY-18) – report completes

• Criteria – 2
• Date signed & Action Obligation

• 365* days – report completes

• Criteria – 3
• NAICS & Date Signed & Action Obligation

• 1,175 NAICS for each day (365 days)

• Number of records = 1,175 * 365 === 428,875 – will not display

March 4, 2020
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Options – managing the 30,000 limit

• Reduce scope
• 30,000 (FPDS limit)/365 = Number of NAICS ~ 82

• 30,000 /1,175 = Number of days ~ 25

• 30,000 / targeted set of NAICS

• Reduce level of detail
• PIID (contract level) problematic

• Vendor level

• A related issue is processing the data
• Excel & other program limits

March 4, 2020
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FPDS – landing page

https://www.fpds.gov
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FPDS – Resources / Training/Manuals
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FPDS – Resources / Training/Manuals
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FPDS – ezSearch – Type and Go!
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ezSearch – enter term – and return
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ezSearch Results page – search term = construction
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Review results – general information
• Dates –

• Age v. value
• Age v. changes

• NAICS - ~ 1997
• PSC manual rewrite 

~ 9 August 2015
• Referenced IDV – Indefinite 

Delivery Vehicle – GSA or 
other

• Blue = hyperlinks, selecting 
will update search criteria and 
return results

• View – additional award 
details

March 4, 2020
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Date signed 
View
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View 
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View – small portion 
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Roles are important to understand



Sorted – option 
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The issue
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Sorting – options 
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The issue
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Sorting options
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Sorted – Date signed 
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Example – IDV used 
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View > Description of Requirement Other
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Refine your results – method 1
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1
2

92 Options

March 4, 2020

Refine your results – method 2

3
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Ez-Search & the value of the Data Dictionary 

• Does not offer – Contracting Officer’s Size as selection

• Does not define (list) – Types of set asides

• Data Dictionary is a key reference – lists 26 types 

March 4, 2020
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Add date filter: July 1, 2019 to September 30, 2019 -- # = 52,856

March 4, 2020

Add Obligation filter: $50,000 to $250,000 -- # = 9,952
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Useful information – ready to select
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Different filter – different perspective

March 4, 2020

21,430
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Different filter – different perspective

March 4, 2020

TYPE_OF_SET_ASIDE_DESCRIPTION:""Small Business Set Aside - Total"" 
SIGNED_DATE:[2019/07/01,2019/09/30]  
NUMBER_OF_OFFERS_RECEIVED:[1,2]

2,755,009 52,856 21,430
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ezSearch – starting with Advanced Search

March 4, 2020

TYPE_OF_SET_ASIDE_DESCRIPTION:""Small Business Set Aside - Total"" 
SIGNED_DATE:[2019/07/01,2019/09/30]  
NUMBER_OF_OFFERS_RECEIVED:[1,2]
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Information returned with ezSearch - pdf

March 4, 2020
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Note: PDF may not be a reasonable 
download format due to the large 
number of pages. For this query: 
1856 pages.



Download and filter information

March 4, 2020
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Row Labels Count of Date Signed Sum of Action Obligation

Jul 5,923.00                         687,635,276.93$                  

Aug 7,157.00                         844,237,416.97$                  

Sep 9,410.00                         1,740,629,589.60$               

Grand Total 22,490.00                       3,272,502,283.50$               



Question > Data > Information > refine 

March 4, 2020
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Evaluate changes 

March 4, 2020
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FPDS – Log-in for Standard & Adhoc reports

March 4, 2020
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FPDS – Create an Account
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Logged-in: Landing page
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Standard Report, Options
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Standard Reports- What

March 4, 2020
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Standard report - What

Search for a 
specific contract 
number 
mentioned in a 
news article

March 4, 2020

W912QR16D0023
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Contract Detail Report - partial

• Export to Excel
• Columns A through FH (164 columns)!

March 4, 2020
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FPDS – Standard Reports – 1 year time frame

March 4, 2020

*

*

*

The ID’s can be 
important tools to help 

with directing the 
search. 
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FPDS – Standard Reports

Search is not intuitive
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Federal Contract Actions and Dollars – (FY-16) 

Partial data listing: FPDS Standard Reports > What > 2nd Report
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Department ID 

Partial data listing: FPDS Standard Reports > What > 2nd Report

March 4, 2020

1900 – restricts to only 
State Department activity
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Questions?

March 4, 2020
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UPCOMING TRAINING - EVENTS
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ACQUISITION HOUR LIVE WEBINARS SERIES

Page 603/4/20

▪ March 18, 2020

▪ Creating Advanced Queries with the 
Federal Procurement Data System 
(FPDS)
CLICK HERE for additional information
Presented by Marc Violante, Wisconsin Procurement 
Institute (WPI)

▪ March 20, 2020

▪ Acquisition Hour: How the CyberSecurity
Maturity Model Certification (CMMC) Will 
Impact Your Business
CLICK HERE for additional information
Presented by Marc Violante, Wisconsin Procurement 
Institute (WPI)

▪ March 11, 2020

▪ Update on the Hour Wage Labor Law
CLICK HERE for additional information
Presented by Corey Walton, U.S. Dept of Labor/Wage 
& Hour Division

▪ March 17, 2020

▪ Market Segmentation for Enhanced 
Business Development 
CLICK HERE for additional information
Presented by Marc Violante, Wisconsin Procurement 
Institute (WPI)

https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-creating-advanced-queries-with-the-federal-procurement-data-system-fpds/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-how-the-cybersecurity-maturity-model-certification-cmmc-will-impact-your-business/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-update-on-the-hour-wage-labor-law-2/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-market-segmentation-for-enhanced-business-development/


ACQUISITION HOUR LIVE WEBINARS SERIES

Page 613/4/20

▪ April 8, 2020

▪ Understanding & Protecting the DOD 
Supply Chain
CLICK HERE for additional information
Presented by Marc Violante, Wisconsin Procurement 
Institute (WPI)

▪ April 29, 2020

▪ Economic Espionage – Awareness of 
Threats & Resources for Gov’t 
Contractors
CLICK HERE for additional information
Presented by Marc Violante, Wisconsin Procurement 
Institute (WPI)

https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-understanding-and-protecting-the-dod-supply-chain/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-economic-espionage-awareness-of-threats-and-resources-for-government-contractors/


A CRITICAL NOTICE FROM WPI
• If you are a current FEDERAL / DOD CONTRACTOR or SUBCONTRACTOR – you may 

have CYBER – DATA SECURITY REQUIREMENTS in your contract. 

• If you are responding to any CURRENT FEDERAL SOLICITATIONS - be aware of your 
obligations: 

• Key clauses are 52.204-21, 252.204-7008 and 252.204-7012

• Review for other possible requirements

• If you are a DOD CONTRACTOR or SUBCONTRACTOR – you will have new CYBER 
COMPLIANCE –CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS that may impact your business as 
early as the end of this calendar year.

• See: https://www.acq.osd.mil/cmmc and https://www.cmmcab.org for more up to date 
information.

• Contact Marc Violante at WPI - marcv@wispro.org or 920-456-9990

Page 623/4/20

https://www.acq.osd.mil/cmmc
https://www.cmmcab.org/
mailto:marcv@wispro.org


https://www.wispro.org/event/14th-annual-wisconsin-government-business-opportunities-conference-gobc/

Check it out:
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CHECK IT OUT!

https://www.wispro.org/event/14th-annual-wisconsin-government-business-opportunities-conference-gobc/


QUESTIONS?
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SURVEY
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CPE Certificate available, please contact:

Benjamin Blanc

benjaminb@wispro.org

CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION
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PRESENTED BY
Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI)

www.wispro.org

Marc Violante, Wisconsin Procurement Institute
marcv@wispro.org | 920-456-9990

10437 Innovation Drive, Suite 320
Milwaukee, WI  53226
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