
A Procurement Technical 

Assistance Center (PTAC)

Federal 8(a) Program: Obtaining Certification 
and Maximizing Opportunities 

Basics of Selling to the Federal Government

March 10, 2020 – Milwaukee, WI

1



Celebrating 32 Years of 

serving Wisconsin Businesses!

ABOUT WPI
SUPPORTING THE MISSION
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Assist businesses in creating, developing and growing 

their sales, revenue and jobs through Federal, state and 

local government contracts.

WPI is a Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) funded in part 

by the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA), WEDC and other funding sources.
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• INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING – At our offices, at clients facility or via telephone/GoToMeeting

• SMALL GROUP TRAINING – Workshops and webinars

• CONFERENCES to include one on one or roundtable sessions

Last year WPI provided training at over 100 events and

provided service to over 1,200 companies



 MILWAUKEE
 Technology Innovation Center

 MADISON
 FEED Kitchens

 Dane County Latino Chamber of Commerce

 Wisconsin Manufacturing Extension Partnership 

(WMEP)

 Madison Area Technical College (MATC)

 CAMP DOUGLAS
 Juneau County Economic Development 

Corporation (JCEDC)

 STEVENS POINT
 IDEA Center

 APPLETON
 Fox Valley Technical College 

WPI OFFICE LOCATIONS

 OSHKOSH
 Fox Valley Technical College 

 Greater Oshkosh Economic Development Corporation

 EAU CLAIRE
 Western Dairyland

 MENOMONIE
 Dunn County Economic Development Corporation

 LADYSMITH
 Indianhead Community Action Agency

 RHINELANDER
 Nicolet Area Technical College

 GREEN BAY
 Advance Business & Manufacturing Center

3/10/20 Page 4



www.wispro.org
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WHAT WE WILL BE DISCUSSING TODAY

• About the Federal Government Market

• Registering Your Business

• Wisconsin and Area Federal Agencies
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
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• Federal – a $500 billion market
• Very large market 

• Worldwide

• Complex

• Benefit to being SMALL (Small Business Set Asides)

• Manufacturing, Construction, Services, R&D, Products….. – anything/everything

• Federal Primes
• Large market

• Worldwide

• Less complex – flow-down of rules from Federal Prime contractor

• Benefit to being SMALL (SMALL BUSINESS SET ASIDES)

• Diverse products and services



THREE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS
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• Technical Knowledge

• The process – how it works - regulations

• The Market

• Needs, priorities, problems – where do you fit

• Access

• Entry points, relationships, “who you know”



FEDERAL SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAMS
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Federal Goals applied to Federal agencies and their large prime 
contractors: 

• 23 percent of prime contracts and subcontracts for small businesses 
table of size standards; 

• 5 percent of prime and subcontracts for Woman-Owned Small 
Businesses;  NOT MEETING THEIR GOALS 

• 5 percent of prime contracts and subcontracts for Small 
Disadvantaged Businesses (including minority); 

• 3 percent of prime contracts and subcontracts for HUBZone Small 
Businesses; NOT MEETING THEIR GOALS

• 3 percent of prime and subcontracts for Service-Disabled Veteran-
Owned Small Businesses [VA also has both a veteran and service 
disabled veteran business preference with a higher goal ]

https://www.sba.gov/document/support--table-size-standards
https://www.sba.gov/business-guide/grow-your-business/women-owned-businesses
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/contracting-assistance-programs/8a-business-development-program
https://www.sba.gov/partners/contracting-officials/contracting-program-administration/hubzone-administration
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/contracting-assistance-programs/service-disabled-veteran-owned-small-businesses-program
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SMALL BUSINESS REQUIREMENTS ALSO 
APPLY TO LARGE PRIME CONTRACTORS
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https://osn.oshkoshcorp.com/

https://www.lockheedmartin.com/e
n-us/suppliers/information.html

https://www.gilbaneco.com/co
ntractor-qualifications/

https://osn.oshkoshcorp.com/
https://www.lockheedmartin.com/en-us/suppliers/information.html
https://www.gilbaneco.com/contractor-qualifications/


REGISTER YOUR BUSINESS
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https://sam.gov

https://www.sam.gov/portal/SAM/
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https://www.sam.gov/portal/SAM/


DYNAMIC SMALL BUSINESS SEARCH
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Federal agencies and 
Federal primes will 
search SAM.GOV and 
DSBS for potential 
suppliers.

KEEP YOUR PROFILES 
CURRENT.



LOCATING AWARD HISTORY
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https://www.usaspending.gov/
https://www.fpds.gov

https://www.usaspending.gov/
https://www.fpds.gov/


LOCATING OPPORTUNITIES
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FEDERAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

4/27/2020 19

• Locating opportunities – https://beta.sam.gov

https://beta.sam.gov/


FEDERAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
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• Replaces FedBizOpps or FBO

• The Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR) identifies the Official 
Government wide point of entry (GPE) when notices are required 
to be published  

• Beta Sam is the official GPE

• All open market procurements over $25,000 must be published to 
Beta Sam

• Registration simplified using the same logion info than sam.gov

• https://beta.sam.gov

https://beta.sam.gov/


IMPORTANCE OF BETA SAM
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• Beta Sam must be used by all federal government agencies

• Beta Sam can be used to locate

• Pre-solicitation announcements

• Solicitation documents – IFBs, RFPs, RFQs

• Combined Synopsis/Solicitation

• Solicitation amendments

• Contract award notices

• Sources Sought Announcements - RFIs

• Small Business Events 

• Can be used to research past procurement history



INTERESTED VENDORS LIST - IVL
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• Must be logged in to your Beta Sam account and tied to your 
entity to view list and add your name to the list – if available



STRATEGY FOR INTERESTED VENDOR LIST
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• Locate prime contractors

• Locate subcontractors

• See if your competitors are on the list – may show they are also 
interested in the requirement

• Understand not everyone on the list will actually bid the 
requirement



WPI BID MATCHING SERVICE
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• WPI Bid Matching – FREE service (includes Federal, State and 
Local) – contact WPI staff to begin process



WISCONSIN AND AREA FEDERAL AGENCIES
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U.S. Department of Agriculture –Colleen M. Rettinger, 
Supervisory Contract Specialist
Forest Products Laboratory  & Northern Research Station
One Gifford Pinchot Drive 
Madison, WI 53726-2398 
608-231-9285 creittinger@fs.fed.us

U.S. Forest Service – Shawn Lacina, Contracting Officer
Lake States Acquisition Team (LSAT) 
500 Hansen Lake Road
Rhinelander, WI 54501 

(715) 362-1347   slacina@fs.fed.us

128th Air Refueling Wing (WIANG) – Dionne Holloway, 
Contract Specialist 
1919 E. Grange Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53207 
(414) 944-8517  dionne.f.holloway.mil@mail.mil

U.S. Veterans Affairs – Steve Maier, Small 
Business Liaison 
Great Lakes Acquisition Center (GLAC) 
112th South 84th St. Suite 101 
Milwaukee, WI 53214
(414) 844-4824  steven.maier2@va.gov

Environmental Protection Agency - Adrianne 
Callahan 
Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization 
Coordinator 
USEPA, Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. (MC-10J) 
Chicago, IL 60604 
(312) 353-5556  Callahan.adrianne@epa.gov
VA locations and contacts Nationally 
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/

mailto:creittinger@fs.fed.us
mailto:slacina@fs.fed.us
mailto:dionne.f.holloway.mil@mail.mil
mailto:steven.maier2@va.gov
mailto:Callahan.adrianne@epa.gov
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/


WISCONSIN AND AREA FEDERAL AGENCIES
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Oxford Prison – Bob Pahmeier, Contract Specialist 
Federal Correctional Institution 
P.O. Box 500 
Oxford, WI 53952 
(608) 584-5511  rpahmeier@bop.gov

115th Fighter Wing - SMSgt Katherine Pinnow 
Wisconsin Air National Guard 
3110 Mitchell Street 
Madison, WI 53704 
(608) 245-4528   Katherine.pinnow@ang.af.mil

Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest
Forest Headquarters Offices
500 Hanson Lake Road
Rhinelander, WI 54501
(715) 362-1300 cnnfadmin@fs.fed.us

Fort McCoy Contracting Division  - Tony Steinhoff, Small 
Business Specialist 
Mission & Installation Contracting Command
60 South O Street 
Fort McCoy, WI 54656 
(608) 388-7351 phone  tony.r.steinhoff.civ@mail.mil

Volk Field Combat Training Readiness Training Center  -
MSgt Seth Swieter 
100 Independence Drive 
Camp Douglas, WI 54618-5001 
(608) 427-1235  seth.swieter@ang.af.mil

US Consolidated Farm Services Agency – Sandy Chalmers
Wisconsin State Farm Service Agency
8030 Excelsior Dr., Suite 100
Madison, WI 53717
(608) 662-4422 sandra.chalmers@wi.usda.gov

mailto:rhouser@bop.gov
mailto:Katherine.pinnow@ang.af.mil
•	Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest
mailto:cnnfadmin@fs.fed.us
mailto:tony.r.steinhoff.civ@mail.mil
mailto:seth.swieter@ang.af.mil
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/
mailto:sandra.chalmers@wi.usda.gov


WISCONSIN AND AREA FEDERAL AGENCIES
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Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center
29270 County Highway G
Ashland, WI 54806
(715) 685-9983

Eagle River-Florence Ranger District
1247 E. Wall St
Eagle River, WI 54521
(715) 479-2827   slacina@fs.fed.us

Florence Wild Rivers Interpretive Center
Florence Ranger District
5638 Forestry Dr.
Florence, WI 54121
(715) 528-4464

Great Divide Ranger District
22223 State Highway 13
P.O. Box 126
Glidden, WI 54527
(715) 264-2511
OR

10650 Nyman Ave.
Hayward, WI 54843
(715) 634-4821

Lakewood-Laona Ranger District
15085 State Highway 32
Lakewood, WI 54138
(715) 276-6333
OR

4978 State Highway 8 W
Laona, WI 54541
(715) 674-4481

VA locations and contacts Nationally 
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/

mailto:slacina@fs.fed.us
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/


WISCONSIN AND AREA FEDERAL AGENCIES
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Medford-Park Falls Ranger District
850 North 8th, State Highway 13
Medford, WI 54451
(715) 748-4875
OR

1170 4th Avenue So.
Park Falls, WI 54552
(715) 762-2461

Washburn Ranger District
113 Bayfield St. East
Washburn, WI 54891
(715) 373-2667

United states Department of Agriculture
Rhinelander Service Center
2187 North Stevens Street, Suite A
Rhinelander, WI 54501
(715) 362-5941

United States Department of Agriculture
Shawano Service Center
603A Lakeland Rd
(715) 524-4814



UPCOMING TRAINING - EVENTS
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ACQUISITION HOUR LIVE WEBINARS SERIES
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 March 18, 2020

 Creating Advanced Queries with the 
Federal Procurement Data System 
(FPDS)
CLICK HERE for additional information
Presented by Marc Violante, Wisconsin Procurement 
Institute (WPI)

 March 20, 2020

 How the CyberSecurity Maturity Model 
Certification (CMMC) Will Impact Your 
Business
CLICK HERE for additional information
Presented by Marc Violante, Wisconsin Procurement 
Institute (WPI)

 March 11, 2020

 Updated on the Hour Wage Labor Law
CLICK HERE for additional information
Presented by Corey Walton, U.S. Dept of Labor/Wage 
& Hour Division

 March 17, 2020

 Market Segmentation for Enhanced 
Business Development 
CLICK HERE for additional information
Presented by Marc Violante, Wisconsin Procurement 
Institute (WPI)

https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-creating-advanced-queries-with-the-federal-procurement-data-system-fpds/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-how-the-cybersecurity-maturity-model-certification-cmmc-will-impact-your-business/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-update-on-the-hour-wage-labor-law-2/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-market-segmentation-for-enhanced-business-development/


ACQUISITION HOUR LIVE WEBINARS SERIES

Page 313/10/20

 April 8, 2020

 Understanding & Protecting the DOD 
Supply Chain
CLICK HERE for additional information
Presented by Marc Violante, Wisconsin Procurement 
Institute (WPI)

 April 24, 2020

 How the CyberSecurity Maturity Model 
Certification (CMMC) Will Impact Your 
Business
CLICK HERE for additional information
Presented by Marc Violante, Wisconsin Procurement 
Institute (WPI)

 April 29, 2020

 Economic Espionage – Awareness of 
Threats & Resources for Gov’t 
Contractors
CLICK HERE for additional information
Presented by Marc Violante, Wisconsin Procurement 
Institute (WPI)

https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-understanding-and-protecting-the-dod-supply-chain/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-how-the-cybersecurity-maturity-model-certification-cmmc-will-impact-your-business-2/
https://www.wispro.org/event/acquisition-hour-economic-espionage-awareness-of-threats-and-resources-for-government-contractors/


https://www.wispro.org/event/14th-annual-wisconsin-government-business-opportunities-conference-gobc/

Check it out:
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CHECK IT OUT!

https://www.wispro.org/event/14th-annual-wisconsin-government-business-opportunities-conference-gobc/


QUESTIONS?
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PRESENTED BY
Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI)

www.wispro.org

Benjamin Blanc, CFCM, CPPS - Government Contract Specialist
benjaminb@wispro.org | 414-270-3600

10437 Innovation Drive, Suite 320
Milwaukee, WI  53226
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http://www.wispro.org/
mailto:benjaminb@wispro.org

