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Breaking news – Transition Extension
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New tool – New platform – New capabilities

• Legacy FPDS – Informatica

• Current FPDS – MicroStrategy
• Additional resources/information @

• https://community.microstrategy.com/
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https://community.microstrategy.com/


System – change-over

• While FPDS remains the authoritative source for contract data reports, 
user should begin using the beta.SAM.gov Data Bank to run standard, 
static, administrative, and ad hoc reports. 

On May 16, 2020, contract data report functionality will be decommissioned 
from FPDS and available at beta.SAM.gov 

• Contract data is detailed post-solicitation and award data on contracts that 
have an estimated value of $3,500 or more. You may use it to search public 
award data to find competitive information and build your business 
pipelines. You can learn when existing contracts expire and to help identify 
potential subcontracting opportunities. Federal agencies use this data to 
measure, analyze, and report on how federal contracting affects the U.S. 
economy and the success of policy.

https://beta.sam.gov/help/contract-data
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Added functionality
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One other nice feature is the folders are arranged in alphabetical order.



Data availability

• Two types of data
• Awards/IDV 
• Other Transaction Information

• Years – 12 years

• Data records – 150,000 records

• Old FPDS
• 5 - years
• 30,000 records
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Added functionality

• Data access options
• Static

• Standard

• Ad hoc –
• Report Builder – wizard based

• Blank Report – drag and drop

• Filtering
• “qualifying” selections – eg. NAICS beginning with 23 – construction

• Top _____ (#) of contractors
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What data is reported
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Actions not reported

48 CFR 4.606 Reporting Data - FAR
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Data Dictionary 

https://www.fpds.gov/downloads/Manuals/FPDS-NG_User_Manual_V15.pdf - 179 pages
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https://www.fpds.gov/downloads/Manuals/FPDS-NG_User_Manual_V15.pdf


Data Dictionary – many useful parts
For example: these descriptions + 15 additional elements. 

Top portion 
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How can I find out more about specific data 
elements?
• Utilize the Data Dictionary

https://www.fpds.gov/downloads/Version_1.5_specs/FPDSNG_DataDictionary_V15_OT.pdf
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Data Dictionary – Use Cases

From previous slide
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Key ideas in developing a report

• Familiarity with data elements

• Frame the question

• Identify appropriate data elements, including date range
• New feature – if the date range is 1 day – the time can be selected

• Select Metrics (things that are measured – obligations, actions)
• Identified as Public

• Select Attributes (characteristics of attributes)
• Identified as Schema

• Create Filters ( modify, limit, focus) results 
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First step –

• Top Level organization - alphabetical

• Several data elements within each folder

• Data elements listed and defined in Data Dictionary
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How do I get there? -
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Site information access
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Resources
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Data – public access
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Static Reports - a
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Static Reports - continued

?
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Sign-in for additional option and data
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Navigating to the data

1

2

“Hamburger button
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Standard Reports – 34 available
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Standard Report - Competition
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Example – Award by Contractor Type
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ID’s can be an issue –
how to find later



Select – Organization & Dates
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Execute – query + options
Graph Print Mail PDF RefreshExportGrid
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Export - options Whole report
Portion displayed

New Feature 
Impacts data   
processing 
features in other 
programs

These are useful features.
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Access reports - options
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Reports access – Sign-In page
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Ad hoc report generation – 2 options

• Blank Report (Drag and Drop)

• Report Builder – Wizard format
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Blank Report

Required
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Report Builder view/option
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Adding data element – Blank report

Highlight Add or 
double click
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Result



Note – options 

Note
Qualify/
Select
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Selecting – business size
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Select – will 
provide options



Selecting State – 2nd page
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Select – move and Apply
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• Select and move to right-
hand panel

• Selected item removed 
from Available list.

• Then - Apply



Qualify – note the difference, select qualifier
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33 added + “Apply” 
– results next slide



Verify Report criteria
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Report 
Criteria



Check for the correct logical criteria – and/or
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• Request
• Soda and a glass and ice

• Expectation would be – that all three items would be provided
• Hopefully – the individual would receive a glass filled with soda, ice cubes would also 

have been added

• Request 2
• Soda or a glass or ice

• This request could be satisfied by providing one of the three items

Logical criteria – and/or
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• Criteria –
• NAICS begin with 33

• And

• POP equal WI
• And

• POP equal TN

Logical criteria – importance to FPDS queries
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Will fail

Each FPDS record can 
only list one POP
This criteria requires 
that the POP be both 
WI and TN at the 
same time

However



• Criteria –
• NAICS begin with 33

• And

• POP equal WI
• or

• POP equal TN

Logical criteria – using “or” will succeed
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Run the report
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Results – note NAICS ordered & number 

5/12/2020

48



Focusing the selection
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Adding a Filter
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Filter options
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Looking for the 20 NAICS by dollar value
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Results – NAICS ordered
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Sorting on values (dollars obligated)
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Finished report

5/12/2020

55



Adding a second state
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Adding a second state -2
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Click to select

2nd page

Highlight 
TN + > to 

move 
(add)

Last – select Apply



Updated criteria
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Updated report - TN added
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Design – display options
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Finished report – Graphical view
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Saving the criteria
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Getting to Report Builder wizard
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Start – select SAM.gov, follow drop-down options



Creating an ID look-up table Report Builder
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Options 

Selected 
elements



Selecting Metric for ID look-up table
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ID look-up table – criteria; dates separately
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ID look-up table - results
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Sort – ascending (alphabetical)


