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SUPPLIER 
DIVERSITY 
PROGRAM 

WBE
MISSION

SupplierDiversity.wi.gov

We certify Woman-Owned 
Business Enterprises (WBE), 
which provides opportunity
for them to do business with 
the State of WI, other 
government entities, and 
private businesses.



WBE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS - OVERVIEW
WBE

Sole Proprietorship, Partnership, Corporation, LLC, Joint 
Venture



≥ 51% Owned, Managed & Controlled 

Useful Business Function 

Federal Business Taxes 3 years*

Application Fee $150

Certification Period 3 years

Out-of-State Businesses with WI Customer 



BENEFITS  of WBE CERTIFICATION
 Authenticate Woman 

Ownership
 Business Listed in Database of 

Certified Suppliers –
SupplierDiversity.wi.gov
 Broader Reach to Public and 

Corporate Buyers
 Logo



IS STATE 
CERTIFICATION 

RIGHT FOR YOUR 
BUSINESS?

SupplierDiversity.wi.gov
SupplierDiversity@wi.gov

 Is your service/product 
something the State 
purchases or could purchase?

 Are you capable of providing 
quality products/services on a 
large scale? RWA?

 Are you willing to share your 
business information?

 Do you understand you will 
need to put effort into 
winning state contracts?

mailto:SupplierDiversity@wi.gov


APPLY
for 

WBE
SupplierDiversity.wi.gov

 Eligibility Quiz

 Gather Checklist Documents

 Apply – Entirely Online

 Mail $150 Check

 Application Review Within 30 
Days

 APPROVED…work begins!

NETWORK | BID | WIN | PERFORM
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 60+ Agencies and Campuses

 Find which ones may be 
interested in your goods 
and/or services

 State Agency Purchasing 
Directory

NETWORK

Leveraging YOUR CERTIFICATION

https://doa.wi.gov/Pages/StateEmployees/PurchasingDirectory.aspx


WHO’S BUYING?



TOP CATEGORIES OF STATE SPEND: GOODS AND SERVICES

Information 
Technology 

Services

IT Hardware & 
Software

Social, Medical & 
Client Services

Food & Related 
Services

Pharmaceuticals & 
Chemicals

Vehicles, 
Accessories, 

Maintenance & 
Fuel

Management 
Consultant & Other 

Professional 
Services

Facilities 
Maintenance & 

Repair



 Locate the Bid Opportunities

 SupplierDiversity.wi.gov

 Opportunities Bulletin

 Evaluate to ensure opportunity 
is right for your company

BID

Leveraging YOUR CERTIFICATION

https://supplierdiversity.wi.gov/pages/home.aspx


HOW DOES THE STATE PURCHASE GOODS & SERVICES?

<$5,000

• Best Judgment
• No competition 

required
• Use vendor best able 

to meet needs

$5,000 to 
$50,000

• Simplified Bid
• Must get minimum of 

three quotes
• Can post opportunity 

online, not required

>$50,000

• Request for Bid or 
Proposal (RFB/RFP)
• Must post online
• Registered vendors 

receive automatic 
notification 



HOW DOES THE STATE PURCHASE ARCHITECTURE & 
ENGINEERING?

<$300,000

• SMALL PROJECT
• Chosen by Agency and 

Project Manager (PM)

$300,000 to 
$7.4M

• MONTHLY PROJECTS
• Submit Letter of 

Interest (LOI)
• A/E Committee makes 

recommendation

>$7.4M

• MAJOR PROJECTS
• Submit Formal 

Qualifications Proposal
• A/E Committee makes 

recommendation



HOW DOES THE STATE PURCHASE CONSTRUCTION?
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 Low Bid

Ask Questions

Open Records RequestWIN

Leveraging YOUR CERTIFICATION



 PERFORM

 Complete Project to Satisfaction 
of Agency or Campus
 On Time
 Quality

 Communicate!

PERFORM

Leveraging YOUR CERTIFICATION



 Subcontracting

 Teaming/Partnering 

 Joint Ventures

Leveraging YOUR CERTIFICATION CONT.

SupplierDiversity.wi.gov

https://supplierdiversity.wi.gov/


 Certification

 Training

 Loans

 Chambers

 Procurement/Bidding

BUSINESS RESOURCES

SupplierDiversity.wi.gov

https://supplierdiversity.wi.gov/pages/home.aspx


 SupplierDiversity@wi.gov

 608.267.9550

 Supplier.Diversity.wi.gov

mailto:SupplierDiversity@wi.gov
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