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Doing Business 
with Milwaukee County

Wisconsin Procurement Institute



Guiding Principles

Milwaukee County Vision, Mission and Values

Vision By achieving racial equity, Milwaukee is the healthiest 
County in Wisconsin

Mission We enhance quality of life through great public service
Values Inclusion:  See diverse perspectives

Influence:  Use your power for good
Integrity:  Do the right thing
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What Does Milwaukee County Buy?

Goods and services necessary to operate all components of a 
large metropolitan municipality:
• Law enforcement

• Highways

• Courts

• Official record keeping

• Parks and recreation

• International airport operations

• Jail and juvenile detention

• Public assistance programs

• A world-famous zoo

• Employee benefit programs 
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How Does Milwaukee County 
Purchase Goods and Services?

Milwaukee County Procurement Division
• Responsible for purchasing goods and services
• Issues bids and requests for proposals that are open to 

members of the public. 
Milwaukee County Community Business Development Partners 
Division (CBDP)
• Partner to small businesses
• Identifies procurement opportunities within the County for 

minority- and women-owned and small business 
participation.
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How Does Milwaukee County 
Announce Opportunities?

March 29, 2021

1. Milwaukee County Business Opportunity Portal
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Admin-Services/Bids-and-RFPs

https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Admin-Services/Bids-and-RFPs


2. Bonfire
https://countymilwaukee.bonfirehub.com/

To sign up for notices via Bonfire, click login/register in the upper right 
corner of the screen, and proceed.
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3. E-Notify
Register for E-Notify at the Following Link:
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Sign-Up-for-E--Notify
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Certification Requirements

For projects that are fully funded by the FAA, FTA, or DOT, certified entities must qualify as:
• DBE
• ACDBE
• SBE

Criteria required by 49 CFR for certification:
• Be a for-profit business
• Be socially or economically disadvantaged
• Be a minority- or women-owned business having a minimum of 51% ownership
• Have control over business decisions
• Be a small-business enterprise according to SBA small business standards
• Have a personal net worth under $1.32 million
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Certification Requirements

Most Milwaukee County contracts are not fully FAA, FTA 
or DOT funded.
Contracts without such funding require certification as 
a Targeted Business Enterprise:
• ACDBE/DBE/SBE certified by the WisUCP
• MBE certified as a minority-owned business with the 

State of Wisconsin DOA
• WBE certified as a women-owned business with the 

State of Wisconsin DOA
• SBE registered (by federal size standards, NAICS and 

registered in SAM)
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Certification Process

To apply for certification, go to:
https://mke.diversitycompliance.com/
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