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WPI is Wisconsin’s APEX ACCELERATOR

The APEX Accelerators program, under management of the Department of Defense (DOD) Office of Small Business 
Programs (OSBP), plays a critical role in the Department’s efforts to identify and engage with a wide range of businesses 
entering and participating in the defense supply-chain. The program provides the education and training that all businesses 
need to participate to become capable of participating in DOD and other government contracts.

WPI provides services and training to all of Wisconsin’s 72 counties 

• Individual counseling at our offices, client’s facility or virtually 

• Small group training – webinars and workshops including Acquisition Hours, Cyber Fridays, Evening FAR sessions, 
Federal Market Insights and Local Government Sales Opportunities

• Conferences the Governors Marketplace, The Contracting Academy (TCA), WEDCs Small Business Academy, 
Wisconsin Federal Contractor Forum [DC and in-state], Government Opportunities Business Conference GOBC) 
with WI military bases, End of Year Federal Contractor Update, Annual DOD Contract Management Update, and 
more……

www.wispro.org

Assisting Wisconsin businesses compete in the government marketplace.
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http://www.wispro.org/
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WPI OFFICE LOCATIONS

▪ MILWAUKEE
▪ Technology Innovation Center

▪ MADISON
▪ FEED Kitchens

▪ Dane County Latino Chamber of Commerce

▪ Wisconsin Manufacturing Extension Partnership 

(WMEP)

▪ Madison Area Technical College (MATC)

▪ CAMP DOUGLAS
▪ Juneau County Economic Development 

Corporation (JCEDC)

▪ EAU CLAIRE
▪ Western Dairyland

▪ FOND DU LAC
▪ Envision Greater Fond du Lac

▪ GREEN BAY 
▪ NWTC Startup Hub

▪ LACROSSE
▪ Veterans in Professions

▪ MANITOWOC
▪ Progress Lakeshore

▪ OSHKOSH
▪ Greater Oshkosh 

 Economic Development Corporation

▪ SUPERIOR
▪ Small Business Dev Center; 

 UW Superior 
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Foreign Ownership, Control or Influence (FOCI) is defined as – the power to influence management or 

operations. This is an older concept that originally was applied to defense contractors with classified contracts. 

However, threats related to FOCI interactions extend beyond classified contracts. FOCI can also pose threats to 

unclassified contracts and in some cases routine business operations.

Companies need to be aware of the idea of FOCI. A variety of issues can impact supplier agreements. 

Normal business activities such as the creation of Joint Ventures, accepting investment, and activity related to 

Acquisition and Mergers may require review. Concerns extend to safeguarding IP, supply chains, and business 

operations.

Foreign investment can create FOCI concerns. While the US sees foreign investment as positive, there can 

also be concerns related to the source of investment funds. The following Policy statement was published 

earlier this year – America First Investment Policy – see link below. One line of note was the statement that 

“Economic Security was national security.” A company in need of cash may see investment as an immediate 

solution to the owner’s problems. That may be true. 

Nevertheless, investment may provide ownership, control, and influence to the investor. These are elements 

that can create larger issues.



Any foreign entity is a source of FOCI related issues. Allies and members of NATO can create FOCI 

concerns, but these entities are not seen as being immediately problematic. Conversely, countries defined 

as Foreign Countries of Concern are seen as being higher FOCI risk. 

The following countries are included as Foreign Countries of Concern: China, Russia, Iran, North 

Korea. See: https://business.defense.gov/Resources/FOCI/

Businesses must be aware not only of FOCI but the types of activities that create it. Reviews should be 

conducted and questions asked when such activities are involved. Opportunities that are “too good to be 

true” or require immediate or accelerated action should be questioned. These types of reviews should be an 

ongoing process, both for the immediate company and for suppliers and subcontractors. Consider adding a 

requirement to both supplier and subcontractor agreements that include notification of the issuing company 

should specified activities take place.

In addition to creating national security issues, FOCI can impact business operations including eligibility 

for federal contracts and subcontracts. FOCI can also have a much larger impact including rippling upwards 

through the supply chain of origin or infecting other supply chains common to a FOCI-compromised 

company.

Overall, companies need to conduct appropriate due diligence, document the findings of these reviews, 

and when potential FOCI concerns emerge contact authorities prior to completing any transaction.

https://business.defense.gov/Resources/FOCI/


Resources on FOCI:

Office of Small Business Programs (Department of Defense)

https://business.defense.gov/Resources/FOCI

America First Investment Policy: https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/02/america-first-

investment-policy/

D O D INSTRUCTION 5205.87

Mitigating risks related to Foreign Ownership, Control, or Influence for covered dod contractors and 

subcontractors

https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodi/520587p.pdf?

White House Increases Scrutiny on Foreign Investors: Why FOCI Is a Concern for International 

Businesses – written by Baker Hostetler; February 26, 2025

https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/white-house-increases-scrutiny-on-1566405

DOD Proposed Rule Will Expand FOCI Requirements to Non-Classified Defense Contracts – Holland & 

Knight Alert; April 23, 2025

https://www.hklaw.com/en/insights/publications/2025/04/a-deep-dive-in-section-847-dod-proposed-rule-will-

expand
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DIBBS Homepage
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DIBBS Homepage
https://www.dibbs.bsm.dla.mil//
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DIBBS Help – FAQ Topics
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DIBBS On-Line Quoting Help
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DIBBS Help – Contact Us

Fill out as much of the contact information as possible
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How DLA Buys

• Approved CAGE Code & Part Number stated in solicitation under item 

description

– Manufacturer(s) already approved

– Approved source(s) for dealers and distributors

• Qualified Products/Manufacturers Lists (QPLs/QMLs)  

– Pre-qualified Large and/or Small Businesses 

• Source controlled via approved sources  

– Restricted to pre-approved sources listed on drawing 

• Fully Competitive 

– Government has available for use to any manufacturer to make items of 

supply

– IAW Drawings Available (BidSets/Technical Data Packages)
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Common Solicitation Types

• Request for Quotations (RFQs)

 - Under SAT

 - Most common type at DLA 

 - Average award is under $4,000

 - Most quoted through DIBBS

• Request For Proposals (RFPs)

 - Over SAT

 - Proposals may be negotiated

 - Solicitations must be filled out by hand and 

   returned to DSCC by a specific time and date

   stated on solicitation

 -Upload Proposal Capability 
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Contract/Solicitation Numbering

SPE7L1-25-T-1234

• DOD Activity Address (DODAC) – Location of the Buying Activity. 
https://www.transactionservices.dla.mil/daasinq/daasinq_dodaac.asp

• Fiscal Year (Starts Oct 1)

• Solicitation/Contract Type:

• T – Automated One Time Buy solicitation

• U – AIDC solicitation

• Q or M – Manual solicitation

• R – Request for Proposal

• X – Indefinite Delivery Purchase Order

• M – Purchase Order

• C – Contract Number

• D – Long-Term Contract Number

• F – Schedule 
      DFARS 204.70

• Sequential Reference Number

4th Digit

1 Clothing &    

Textiles

2 Medical

3 Subsistence

4 Aviation

5 Construction &   

Equipment

6 Energy

7 Land and 

Maritime
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Identifying Federal Supply Classes

DLA’s FSC list with corresponding item description

Think of an FSC as an “area code” of a phone number & 

each FSC having thousands of NSNs in it’s “area code”
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RFQ Quote Search

Estimated value at or below SAT

RFPs - estimated value above SAT & Offers/Sealed Bids shall be 

submitted in accordance with the instructions in Block 9 of the 

solicitation
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Solicitation Types

Cover Page:
• Set aside Type 

• Issuing Activity / Contracting Officer

• Master Solicitation Revision used

• *(Q’s) Return by date & time

Section A:
• General Contract Requirements

• Quality Provisions / Testing

• Any available Contract History

Section B:
• Item description

• Drawing / Specification List OR Code & Part 

Number List

• Contract Delivery lines

• Packaging / Shipping Data

Section D: (Q Solicitation)
• Contains all required solicitation clauses

• Contractor: Reviews & Fills-in applicable 

clauses

RFQ RFP
Section A: Cover Sheet
• Return by date & time

• Set-a-side Type 

• Issuing Activity / Contracting Officer

Cover Page:
• Same as above

• Table of Contents w/ # of pages

Part I: The Schedule
• Section: A thru H

Part II: Contract Clauses
• Section: I

Part III: - List of Documents, Exhibits & 

Other Attachments
• Section: J

Part IV: - Representations & Instructions
• Section: K thru M
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DIBBS  Icons

Fast Award Candidates are Less than the Micro Purchase (under $10,000) – 

Evaluated by the automated system and may be awarded before the return 

date/time.
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RFQ Database Search

Wildcard (*) & Min search value 

rules change for each category

• NATIONAL STOCK NUMBER (NSN)

• FEDERAL SUPPLY CLASS (FSC)

• SOLICITATION NUMBER (SPM)

• PURCHASE REQUEST (PR)

• NOMENCLATURE

• APPROVED PART NUMBER

• APPROVED OEM CAGE CODE

)

Search by words or phrases
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Solicitations - FSC 3040 
Mechanical Power Transmission Equipment - Miscellaneous
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Solicitation Results - FSC 3040

Number of open solicitations

CLICK: a “NSN” link 

for Code & Part 

Number example

Note: T or U Solicitations 

–Automated by the 

System

Note: Q Solicitations –

Generated by an Actual 

Buyer
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Solicitation – Code and Part Number

Common Code & Part Number AMSC: 

(Acquisition Method Suffix Code- limited sources):

B: Source Control

C: Contracting from Approved Source

H: Inadequate Data

T: Qualified Products List (QPL)

Approved 

Cage Code

Approved 

Part Number

Solicitation #

Company Name
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Check 

this box 

before 

submit

Note:  Checking “Items 

with Tech Docs” 

reduced the search list 

by 64% the day this list 

was pulled

3040 Solicitations – Tech Docs only
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3040 Solicitations – Tech Docs only 

Note:  Checking “Items 

with Bidsets” reduced 

the search list by 64% 

the day this list was 

pulled

CLICK: a “NSN” link 

for the next screen
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3040 Solicitations – AMSC code “G”

AMSC (Acquisition Method 

Suffix Code) “G” – 

indicates the adequacy of 

the available technical 

data 

List of drawings w/ rev 

& date required to make 

item of supply

List of Gov’t & Industry 

Spec’s & Standards 

required to make item of 

supply

Icon to cFolders to 

down load Tech Docs
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RFQ Nomenclature Search

• NATIONAL STOCK NUMBER (NSN)

• FEDERAL SUPPLY CLASS (FSC)

• SOLICITATION NUMBER (SPM)

• PURCHASE REQUEST (PR)

• NOMENCLATURE 

• APPROVED PART NUMBER

• APPROVED OEM CAGE CODE

Only solicitations with the word “Bumper” 

in the Nomenclature are listed

Search by words or phrases
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The word “Bumper” appears 

in the item description, but 

may not be the actual 

nomenclature

RFQ Database Search (cont’d)
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DIBBS Quoting

RFQ
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DIBBS Quoting
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Choose 1 from multiple CAGEs you are preauthorized to quote on behalf of. 

DIBBS Quote Input Form
Step 1

Some data will pre-fill from your registration data

xxxxxxxxxxxx
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Bid Types - Bid Without Exception

Bid Type dropdown

Bid Without Exception: (Found in Master Solicitation)

Used to indicate quote is in exact compliance with the solicitation 

requirements. 

The following conditions ARE NOT considered exceptions:

1. Quoting a different delivery than the required delivery.

2. Quoting origin inspection on solicitations requiring destination 

inspection. 

3. Quoting a superseding or previously approved part or correction 

to a CAGE/part number cited in the AID on an item described by 

manufacturers CAGE and part number.

4. Quoting a used, reconditioned, remanufactured, new/unused 

Govt. surplus, foreign, or hazardous end item.

5. Quoting different “quote valid for” days than             

registration   

xxxxxxxxxx
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Bid Types - Bid With Exception

Bid Type dropdown

Bid With Exception: (Found in Master Solicitation)

The following ARE considered exceptions to the solicitation:

1. Taking exception to the item description

2. Exceptions to packaging requirements

3. Exceptions to FOB point 

4. Quoting destination inspection on a solicitation requiring 

origin inspection

5. Exceptions to required quantity

6. Quoting a quantity variance outside the range specified 

on automated solicitations.

 

NOTE:  Quoting Bid With Exception WILL preclude you 

from receiving an automated award.

xxxxxxxxxx
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Bid Types – Alternate Bid

Bid Type dropdown Alternate Bid:

If you wish to supply other than the approved part, you will have 

to submit your bid as an Alternate Bid. 

For automated solicitations ("T" or "U“ in 9th position of 

solicitation number), the following applies to your alternate offer: 

• Offers of alternate products will not be evaluated for the 

current procurement, ONLY for FUTURE procurements. 

• You may submit a request to the Supply Center for 

evaluation for future procurements of the same item. 

xxxxxxxxxxx
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Bid Types – No Bid

Bid Type dropdown

No Bid: 

Declining to submit a quote on this 

solicitation. 

• Quoting zero quantity for all line 

items will force a bid type of "No 

Bid.”

• A “No Bid” will also delete a 

previously submitted bid.

Note: “No Bidding” is the ONLY way to 

delete a previously submitted bid.
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Enter number of days your quote is valid.  

Validation forces a numeric response from 1-999.

This field will default from vendor DIBBS 

registration.

Quote Valid For
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Defaults to Solicitation requirement.  

Select Destination or Origin for FOB point.  FOB 

Origin will require City, State and Country. 

If quoting other than what is required, bid type 

must be Bid with Exception.

FOB (Free on Board) Point
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Government Inspection Point

Defaults to Solicitation requirement.  

Select Destination or Origin for Inspection point.  

Inspection at Origin will require the CAGE code 

where the supplies and packaging may be 

inspected. 

If solicitation requirement is Origin Inspection and 

vendor quotes Destination Inspection, bid type 

must be Bid with Exception.
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Pricing & Delivery

First Article 

price/delivery 

and Waiver 

Request

Enter price and delivery by line item.

If price or delivery do not vary per line, enter info into first line and click on “cascade fill” 

for all other line items.

If quantity quoted is not in accordance with RFQ, bid type must be Bid with Exception.
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Select appropriate 

response to question.

Qty % Government will accept 

under or over required quantity.

Select appropriate 

response to question.

Min Order, Qty Variance
Immediate Shipment
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Price Breaks

Enter price break ranges and unit 

prices in the blocks provided.

If price breaks are solicited, 

default values will show.  Ranges 

may be altered using the 

“CLEAR” button.  

If price break ranges were not 

solicited, values will be blank. 

However, vendors can provide 

ranges and unit prices with quote.

6 10 7.00

10.0051
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Part Number Offered
Exact Product & Alternate Product

Exact Product = providing 

EXACT manufacturer CAGE 

code & part number as it 

appears in the solicitation.  Bid 

type is “Bid without exception”.

Alternate Product =  providing 

manufacturer CAGE code & 

part number that is NOT listed 

in solicitation.  Bid type is 

“Alternate Bid”.
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Superseding P/N = providing 

exact product; however, there 

is a part number change. Bid 

type is “Bid without Exception”.

Part Number Offered
Superseding P/N
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Part Number Offered
Correction to CAGE/PN cited in AID

Correction to CAGE/PN Cited in 

Acquisition Item Description = used 

to notify the Gov’t if there is a CAGE 

code error, obsolete p/n etc.  Bid type 

is “Bid without Exception”.
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For a DRAWING ITEM:  Select the 

type of supplies being offered based 

on the 4 options provided. Bid type is 

not affected.

Drawing Item Offered
Specifications/Standards/Drawings
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Higher Level Quality 
Requirements

Select appropriate higher level quality 

system that is currently in place at the 

manufacturing facility for the supplies.
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Product Offered
Are you a Manufacturer or Dealer?

Select one 

If quoting as dealer or 

QSL dealer – provide 

CAGE of MFG or if 

unknown, provide Name 

and address
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Select one of the 

following, if your reply is 

“YES”

Material Requirements
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Material Requirements
Surplus / On-line Certification

Fill-in completely 

Government Surplus Material certification
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Hazardous Material Identification and
Material Safety Data

Select one of the 

following, if your reply is 

“YES” to Hazardous 

Material
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Buy American Act

Fill-in for information purposes only on Foreign Military Sales (FMS), overseas 

shipments, and all micro-purchases as the restrictions of the Buy American Act DO 

NOT apply.

Select one of the 

following:

Domestic 

Qualifying Country

Non-Qualifying Country
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Default = NO

If requesting duty free, 

select yes and answer 

questions 1 – 3.
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Small Business and Other Business Type Representations



47

Affirmative Action Compliance applies to solicitations estimated to exceed $10,000.

Select one as applicable

Affirmative Action 
Compliance
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Previous Contracts and
Compliance Reports

Previous Contracts and Compliance Reports applies to solicitations 

estimated to exceed $10,000.

Select one as applicable
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Alternate Disputes Resolution

Select as applicable
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Certification Regarding 
Child Labor

Select as applicable

Make sure all information on your quote is 

complete and correct.

Click on NEXT.
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Review Quote

Validate Quote for Accuracy

Scroll down to bottom of webpage
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Legal Notice for Part Numbers
and Submit
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Vendor Statement Concerning the 
Supply of Material IAW Spec/Std/Drawings 

and Submit
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Quote Accepted
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View Submitted Quotes
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Quote Search
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Quote Search Results



58

DLA Land Depot 
Level Reparables (DLRs) and Shipyard 

Detachments

Find Contracting Opportunities at:

https://www.neco.navy.mil

DLR Site

DLA  Mechanicsburg:  DoDAAC = SPRMM1

DLA Warren: DoDAAC = SPRDL1

Shipyards

DLA Norfolk: DoDAAC = SPMYM1

DLA Puget Sound: DoDAAC = SPMYM2

DLA Portsmouth: DoDAAC = SPMYM3

DLA Pearl Harbor: DoDAAC = SPMY4

                      Contact DLA Land and Maritime Small Business 

Specialist @ 

800-262-3272 or DSCC.bcc@dla.mil 

https://www.neco.navy.mil/
mailto:DSCC.bcc@dla.mil
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Upcoming Events



November 19 2025 November 19 2025

…More information and registrations at wispro.org/events

• November 19 – Getting Started w DLA/DIBBS for Contractor & Subcontractors Part 2

• December 3 – DCMA Overview

• December 17 –  Understanding the US SBA and DOD Mentor Protégé Programs (MPP)

The Acquisition Hour webinar series covers a range of topics from market entry, sales growth, small business 
certifications, compliance, and more. Attendees receive 1 CPE credit for attending.



November 19 2025 November 19 2025

…More information and registrations at wispro.org/events

Cyber Friday is a series of one-hour webinars focusing on critical topics for DOD contractors and subcontractors in 
cyber security, data security, and CMMC. Attendees receive 1 CPE credit for attending.

• December 18 – CMMC – From Top to Bottom – A Program Review

• January 22 – CMMC: Correctly Scoping Your Environment

• February 26 – CMMC: Control Set Series: 3.1 Access Control

• March 26 – CMMC: Control Set Series: 3.2 Awareness and Training

• April 30 – CMMC: Control Set Series: 3.3 Audit and Accountability

• May 28 – CMMC: Control Set Series: 3.4 Configuration Management



November 19 2025

Featured Newsletters
Visit wispro.org to sign up for our monthly newsletters

Acquisition Alert | Cyber Newsletter
Events Newsletter



November 19 2025

This webinar is eligible for 

1 CPE credit
To receive a certificate of completion, contact

apexaccelerator@wispro.org



July 17 2025 November 19 2025

PRESENTED BY
Wisconsin Procurement Institute (WPI)

www.wispro.org 

Mark Dennis
Wisconsin Procurement Institute
MarkD@wispro.org | 414-270-3600

10437 Innovation Drive Suite 320
Milwaukee WI  53226

http://www.wispro.org/
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